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irs Gandhi on Wednesday dissolved the West Benga] 
Dead | AO T " - ’ oe - — 7 
rradesn neress(ti) Committee and set up an ad hox panei 


we vw QD 
‘ 


f 29 members in its place. ir Anandagopal Mukherjee, M.P., 


” 


is the president of the committee which has four vice- 

presidents, Mr Abdus Sattar, Mr Apurba Lal Mazumdar, Mr 

Santimohan Roy and Mr Nitaipada Ghosh. Mr Gopal Das Nag 
the general secretary and Mr Rajesh Khaitan treasurer. 


[The measure announced in New Delhi is to end tactionalism within the State Con- 


, , ; “74 ~ 7 4 ’ ’ 5 7 = M . " ] , »77 >zy . ’ | , 
Bress ang revitaiize the party and enable it to face the challenge of the CPI(M). 


hough some f the State party leaders welcomed the measur: which, they hoped, 
would revitalize the party the decision surprised a sizeable section of West 
bengal ngress(I) members. They wondered why some of those prominent members 
id stood by the leadership during the difficult days of the Janata ruli 


iad been excluded from the ad hoc committee and why some members who had joined 


t ongress(I) only a few months ago had been included in it. 

M1 it Panja, former president of the WBPCC(I), asked to comment on the organi- 
‘ " t+ . ’ es ‘ s * . . 

zational developments, remarked: [ believe in party discipline. 50, I accept 


’ ‘ ‘ ? 
the decision of my party leader. Whatever she does, she dées for our good. 


ir Bholanath Sen, leader of the Congress(I) Legislature Party, welcoming the 
harge hoped that under the new leadership a stronger and disciplined party would 


emerge. Mr Sattar, MLA and former Minister, said the new committee would help 
resolve differences within the party. 


According to information reaching Calcutta, the new committee members include 
Mr Panja, Mr Bholanath Sen, Mr A.B.A. Ghani Khan Chowdhury, Mr Pranab Mukher- 
jee, Mr D. P. Chatterjee, Mr A. K. Sen, Mr Subrata Mukherjee, Mr Gholan Yazdani, 
Mr Gobinda Naskar, Mr Sitaram Mahato, Mr Abdur Rouf Ansari, Mr Krishnadas Roy, 
Mr Niltyananda Dey, Mr Santosh Roy, Mr Jayanta Bhattacharya, Miss Tushar Tudu, 


Mrs Manjula Roy and Mr Lalbahadur Singh. 


Our Special Representative in New Delhi adds: In the much awaited reorganiza- 
tion of the State unit, Mrs Gandhi included almost all important groups to give 
it a broader base. In the executive are Mr Fazle Haq, Mr Dawa Narbola of Dar- 


jeeling, Mr Somen Mitra and Mr Ananda Moham Biswas. 
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Text] Mr Mvyoti Basu, who met the Governor of West Bengal, Mr T. N. Singh, in 
lcutta on Tuesday morning later told reporters that Mr Singh had already sent 

iis resignation to Delhi. During his 45-mjnute meeting with Mr Basu, Mr Singh 

jleplored that che Centre had to convey its intention to him through an “emissary” 

shen it could have informed him through the usual channel, Mr Basu said. “After 


all, the Central Gevernment has appointed me, the Governor commented. 


Mr Basu could not say when the new Governor would be appointed but added that 


he Centre was waiting for his return from Europe. The custom was that the 
ief Minister should be informed before the appointment of a new Governor. 


Mrs Gandhi, however, told Mr Basu during their meeting in New Delhi on Monday 
that the question of dismissal of the Left Front Government was "absurd." Mr 
Basu had told Mrs Gandhi that the sudden decision to change the Governor of West 
Bengal had created an impression that the Front Government would be dislodged 


Among the other issues that figured in the meeting between Mrs Gandhi and Mr Basu 
is the Assam problem. Mr Basu said it was a national problem and the Front 
yovernment was willing to coonerate with the Centre. But, the Front was not sure 
as to what kind of help the Centre wanted. The Union Government was toying with 
1 number of formulae. The stand of the CPI(M) on the question of supporting a 
Congress(1)-led Government in Assam was well known he added. 
The Chief Minister who had been to London and Paris during his tour of Europe, 
said more than half a million Indians residing in Britain were really perturbed 
over the race relations there. Most of them were employed in that country, and 
it was difficult for them to leave it. The unemployment problem, he believed, 
was behind the race riots. 


Mr Basu said there had been instances when white and black youths had together 
attacked the pclice. This, he suggested was an expression of protest against the 
the policies of the Conservative Government. He had requested the leaders of 
the Indian Workers Organization in London to send a detailed report on the 


situation in Britain, particularly the implications of the Nationality Bill. 


In Paris, Mr Basu had talks with leaders of the French Communist Party but did 


not meet any socialist leader there. 
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PI UNHAPPY OVER CPI-M IDEOLOGICAL DOCUMENT 
. . TT ’ ~ , 7 4 ’ 7 
alcutta THE STATESMAN in Engiish 2/ Aug 81 p 3 
iext] The CPI(M) and the CPI have recently come closer throug int mover { 
. . . ’ . , . ‘ 1 e¢ : - 
avait t tne ULCentrai Covernmen S poli ies. ne presentat ives l ( west DCT} 
urit of the CPI have been attending the Left Front meetings. Bu t he ds 
cal positions of the two parties remain as different as ever. 
The State CPI is unhappy over the recent publication of an ide i 
' 
tt ‘ . 5 * , o + , 7 ‘ T) e 
How the CPI(M) has gained strength by fighting its enemy by Mr Partha . 


stated to be the pen-name of a CPI(M) theoretician enjoying the confidenc: 
the State party leadership. Such publications, a CPI leader says, only harm t 
ause of Left unity. 


For the writer of this 160-page book, the CPI(M)'s enemy is neither imper 
rx monopoly capital nor Mrs Gandhi; it is the CPI encouraged neo-! 
f the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The mptom f rev 
e CPI could be traced, according to the writer, in the mid-fifties, ne 


decade before the party split in 1964. The would-be Right CPI’ leader 
the revisicnist path of compromise while the would-be CP] | 
orrect revolutionary line, he claimed. 
last two chapters of the book deal with the Number enemy t the 
the Naxalites whose formation of the Naxalbari Revolutionary | 
mittee in 1967/7 has been described in the political ircle as the ’ 
nation of the CPI(M)'s earlier political stand to eschew the parliamentar 


Pp truegvie. 
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als itta THE STAIESMAN in English 5 Aug 5] 4 ] 

ext] New Delhi, Aug 25--The Congress(U) Working Committee today unanimou: 
elected Mr Sharad Pawar, former Chief Minister of Maharashtra, provisional 
president of the party subject to ratification by the All-India Congress'( 

ommittee which would meet here on October 1/7 and 18. 
[The choice of Mr Pawar was almost a foregone conclusion since the part: id id 
in him a young dynamic leader who had successfully organized the kisan agitatior 
in Marathwada in October, 1980, and refused to toe the line of his mentor, 
Mr Y. B. Chavan, in walking over to Mrs Gandhi's camp recently. 
[he working committee while accepting unanimously the resignation of Mr Devara 

rs placed on record its "deep sense of gratitude" for the services rendered 

im since taking over the presidency on September 13, 19/78. 
In circles close to the Congress(U), neither the coming of Mr Sharad Pawar nor 
the exit of Mr Devaraj Urs had come as a surprise because of the open campaign 
igainst Mr Urs within (he rank and file of the party. However, Mr Urs made it 
explicit in his letter when he said: “over the last few days, I have noted from 

i number of Press reports that there is a section in our party which believes that 
’ inge in leadership is necessary.” 

he working mmittee met for a total of 8-1/2 hours vesterday and today, but 
Mr rs stayed away from the meeting in the afternoon when the election of the 
new president was held. A consensus on Mr Pawar, president of the Maharashtra 
Pradesh Congress committee(U) had already been reached during Monday night 
Referring to the de-recognition of the Congress(U) by the Eiection Commission, 
Mr K. P. Unnikrishnan, its general secretary, told reporters that although the 
working committee accepted the verdict of the Supreme Court, but "we have been 
denied a just, full and proper hearing on the issues involved." The workings 
ommitte., he said, considered the judgment “an invitation and encouragement 
to the splitters of the political parties which endangers the political tem. 
The working committee requested its various Pradesh Congress Committees for an 
amendment to the name with an eye to seeking an election symbol, subject to the ’ 
ratification by the AICC, 
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; policy, Mr Pawar said while couperation with the BJI 
issues Like ivil liberties and threat to democratic an 

itions, his party had no objection to working in “clos« 

7 


Janata Party, Lok Dal, the two communist parties and 


parties. He even envisaged “joint fronts" with the latt« 


led the party unit there and Mr Hitendra Desai has resigns 
Mr Ramnath Pande, Bombay unit president, and one general 
bservers and set up a new unit 


rs Tarakeshwari Sinha and Mr S. W. Dhabe to visit Madhva 


new unit there also. 
's attitude towards the ruling party, Mr Pawar said it 
structive cooperati« n- m issues Like "family pianning, tr 


ld appeal to those like Mr Y. B. Chavan who had left hi: 


n admitted into the ruling party to return, Mr Pawar 
we think about those who have left the party?” 
ply to questions that his party would launch agitation: 


loyment, curbs on the rights of the working class, farmer 
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CONGRESS-I SAID TO ENCOURAGE PUNJAB SEPARATISTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 81 p 1 


INDIA 


[Text] Chandigarh, Aug 25--Punjab Vidhan Sabha today saw the ruling Congress-]! 
being charged with “patronising and financing the Khalistan" 
being blamed for encouraging separatist tendencies through "the Sikhs are a 


separate nation" theory. 


The counter allegations were traded by Chief Minister Darbara Singh 
of the opposition Parkash Singh Badal during an otherwise insipid day-] 
bate on the motion of lack of confidence in the Cong-I Government. 


The no-trust move had been jointly tabled by the Akali Lal 
The motion was declared lost by the Speaker with 63 members voting against it 


and 43 in favour of it. 

The Akali Dal (T) and the BJP supported 
Party (AICP) member Baldev Singh Loomba 
expelled from the Akali Dal(L) were not 


Mr Budal refuting the allegation of the 


struggle and later in defending the borders. 
to blame his party of anti-national activities. 


the motion, while, All 


(L) 


CP] 


India 


lobby and the 


Ut mmun j ee | 


and the CI 


Aka l i Ss 


? 


and Mr Sukhjinder Singh who was recent] 


in the House when the voting 


took 


Cong-I said that Darbara Singh had been 
engineering conspiracies to divide Hindus and Sikhs to perpetuate the Cong-l 
rule. He said that his party was committed to the unity and integrity of 
country. The Akalis and Sikhs had been in the forefront during the freed 


He said that 


Replying to Mr Badal'’s speech, the Chief Minister said that 


separate nation theory was nothing but a step in the direction of sey 


it 


the 


is 


Sik! 


be t 
» ts 


the 


unpatriot 


and cession. He said there were large number of religion based comnunitii 
living in India but there nationality was one and the whole country 


gle nation. Anybod’ and especially the Akalis who differed with this 
the 


nothing short of working against the unity and integrity of 


said the fact that some Akalis took extremist 
sober line could just be the part of a strategy to 

separatism. In support of their motion 
Sarwan Singh Cheema, however, attacked the Government |! 
tually on all fronts such as political, economic, 
least administrative. Others who spoke on the motion include: 
Sarla Prashar and ruling party member Bir Devinder Singh and 


hand. 


stand 
achie' 


leader 
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social! 
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and 


country. 
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[TATION DAMAGE TO ASSAM'S ECONOMY CITED 


mbay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Aug 81 p 13 


J > 


Ct | New Delhi », August 24, The finance minister, Mr R. Venkataraman, today 


lex 
reiterated the government's determination to find a satisfactory solution to 
the foreigners problem in Assam, but said the prolonged agitation had done a 


lot of damage to the State's economy. 


Winding up the debate on the Assam budget and the proclamation for imposition 
of President's rule in the state, the minister marshalled facts and figures t« 
show that the charge of the state's neglect in economic development could not 
be sustained. 


If Assam had suffered economically it was due to geography and history. The 
backwardness of the entire region was a legacy of the British rule. But sinc 
independence the state had been treated in a special category. The Gadgil 
formula for Central assistance had not been applied to the state. It had al- 
ways received more. 


Stating that the “myth of neglect" should be exploited, Mr Venkataraman pointed 
out that the economic condition of the people of Assam was comparatively better 
than many so-called advanced states. Regarding the per capita income, Assam's 
status (Rs 791) was better than that of Bihar, (Rs 645), M.P. (Rs 776) and 

.P. (Rs 715). 


According to the latest figures, the minister claimed, people living below the 
poverty line in Assam constituted 51.9 per cent. The percentage of Bihar was 
57.47, for Maharashtra 57.73 and for Tamil Nzdu 52.12. 


Foreigners Issue 


Refuting charge that the opposition was not being consulted on finding a solu- 
tion to the foreigners issue, Mr Venkataraman said the Prime Minister had so 
far held several rounds of talks with the opposition leaders for arriving at 


a consensus. 


He said several steps were being taken to stop the infiltration of unauthorised 
people from Bangiadesh. A package of measures had been decided upon. They would 
no doubt take time for implementation, but the matter was not being neglected. 








Mr Venkatasubbiah, minister of state for home, replying to Mr Ravindra Verma 

(Janata), said the Assam agitation was not the creation of the present govern- 
ment. It was a baby handed over by the Janata. The present government was, 

however, trying to find a solution. Several matters had already been agreed 

upon with the agitation leaders. There were some issues which still remained 
to be resolved. 


Mr A. B. Vajpayee (BJP) wanted to know what had been done about the deportation 
of infiltrators who had come to the state after 1971. The border had not been 
sealed and infiltration from Bangladesh was continuing unabated. The opposi- 
tion was not being taken into confidence in this regard, Mr Vajpayee added. 


Alleging that another attempt was being made to install a Congress(I1) govern- 
ment inthe state, Mr Vajpayee said such attempts were bound to fail as they 
did in the past. He charged that during Mrs Anwara Taimur's regime appointments 
ind transfers had been made on a communal basis. This had further complicated 
the situation in the state. 


Mr Chitta Basu (Forward Bloc) said the government had promised to bring out a 
white paper on the Assam situation but had not fulfilled it. 


CSO: 4220/7630 
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TAMIL NADU ISSUES WHITE PAPER ON FOOD SITUATION 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] Madras, August 24. Several adjournment motions given notice of by al- 
most all opposition parties on the mass conversion of Harijans to Islam in Mee- 
nakshipuram village in Tirunelveli district and other places were disallowed by 
the speaker, Mr K. Rajam, in the Tamil Nadu assembly today. 


Opposing the move, the leader of the house and finance minister, Mr V. R. Nedun- 
chezhian, informed the assembly that the state government could do very little 
in regard to dissuading Harijans from changing their faith. He said the consti- 
tution of India was quite clear that conversions were not permissible only if 
they were effected through inducement, allurement, force, coercion or by frau- 
dulent means. 


He said both the state and Central governments had instituted inquiries into the 
mass conversions. The state government was doing everything within its juris- 
diction, consistent with its obligations, Mr Nedunchezhian said. It was for the 
leaders of religion and heads of maths and other institutions to work for the 
creation of a climate which would check mass conversions. 


The leader of the house said the conversion of Harijans to Christianity, Islam or 
Buddhism was not a new phenomenon nor the reconversion of some of them to Hindu- 
ism. According to the 1971 census, Hindus constituted 89.01 per cent in Tamil 
Nadu, while Christians accounted for 5.74 per cent and Muslims 5.1 per cent. 


He denied that political harassment was responsible for the conversions, remark- 
ing such allegations had been made by opposition parties against all governments 
in the past. Only some 500 odd persons in Meenakshipuram had changed over to 
Islam. This occurred in February but was prominently publicised only some 


three months later. ‘Suddenly the quiet, remote village has become a pilgrimage 
centre," he remarked, and Hindu religious leaders “have woken up to the problem 
now.'' Earlier, opposition speakers called for immediate steps to create a feel- 


ing of security among Harijans and ending the hardships they were subjected to. 


Starting the two-hour discussion on the admissibility of the motions, the deputy 
leader of the DMK, Mr K. Anbazhagan, said people wanted to know why the state 

government had allowed such a situation to develop. The CPI leader, Mr S. Alar- 
garsamy, said the police and government officicls had not paid due attention to 
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complaints of atrocities they were subjected to by Harijans Mr N. Sankariah 
(CPM) called for the removal of economic inequalities that handicapped Hari- 
jans 

J 


Mr N. S. V. Chitthan (Congress-I), referring to a recent statement of the chief 
minister that foreign money had played a role in the mass conversions, urged 
the chief minister to come out with the full facts. He suggested the setting 
up of a permanent committee of assembly members to safeguard the interests of 
Harijans. 


The lone Muslim member, Mr Shahu Hameed, challenged the chief minister to prove 
that foreign money was involved. If it was proved, Mr Hameed said, he was pre- 
pared to resign his assembly seat. If it was not proved, the chief minister 
should resign, he said. Th Muslim League member said Harijans embraced Islam 
because of the continued atrocities inflicted on them. 


Mr P. Mohammed Ismail (Janata) said it was unfair to blame the AIADMK government 
alone for the conversions because it was a national phenomenon and not one con- 
fined to Tamil Nadu. Mr Andi Thevar (Forward Bloc) said foreign money did play 
a role in the conversions and called for state and central probes in the matter. 


Disallowing the motions after Mr Nedunchezhian's reply, the speaker remarked 


that the discussion on the admissibility of the motions took two hours--more 
than the normal one-hour that would have been allowed for adjournment. 


CSO: 4220/7630 
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DOMINANT ‘KALI FACTION SUSPENDS GENERAL SECRETARY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Aug 81 p 10 


[Text] Chandigarh, Aug 24--The dominant Akali Dal faction, the Sant Longowal 
group, faces another split with the suspension of Mr Sukhjinder Singh, who is 
supposed to have resigned from its general secretaryship. This is a victory 
for the moderates led by Mr Prakash Singh Badal. Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, 
president of the Dal, who was undecisive till now, has apparently decided to 

be with the moderates. 


With Mr Sukhjinder Singh out of the picture. Mr Gurcharan Singh Tohra, presi- 
dent of the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, who had been influencing 
the politics of the party and its divisions in the past, was bound to have a 
tough time. Mr Sukhjinder Singh, a supporter of Mr Tohra, had of late been 
favouring Akali extreme politics. 


He had even gone to the extent of supporting the demand for Khalistan and was 
wanting the party convention at Amritsar to pass a resolution in support of the 
demand. He had been issuing harsh statements, sometimes unpleasant, against 
what he described as Hindu domination and indiscrimination against the Sikhs. 
This was against the stand of the Akali Dal and the attitude of the majority 
group led by Mr Badal, who favours cooperation with other communities in its 
fight against the Congress(I). 


The extremist postures of Mr Sukhjinder Singh and Mr Tohra--at times even Sant 
Longowal got swayed by these slogans--isolated the party in Punjab politics. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party and the Janata had opposed the Akali stand earlier. 
The Communists, old allies of the Akali Dal, gave up their association because 
of the religious extremism. 


[The other faction led by Mr Jagdev Singh Talwandi favoured an agitation in sup- 
port of the Anandpur Sahib resolution to embarrass the Longowal group for what 
they described as the latter's weekend policies. Another new party, Confederal 
Akali Dal, called for a new leadership. The Sant Akali Dal got into a tight 
corner. 


Though it had decided to organize a massive protest march in Delhi in Septen- 


ber, it could not set its house in order. Diametrically opposite statements 
continued to be issued by Mr Gadal and Mr Sukhjinder Singh. There were reports 
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of extremist speeches having been made by Mr Tohra during his recent foreign 
tour. Mr Sukhjinder Singh's extremist postures did not stop even after Mr Badal 
publicly announced through a Press conference that the Akali Dal stood for Hindu- 
Sikh unity, that it did not support the idea of a separate State and that the 
separatist demand was Congress(1)-inspired. 


Mr Badal and his group have for long been embarrased by Mr Tohra and Mr Sukhjin- 
der Singh. They had created problems for Mr Badal when he headed the Akali 
Ministry in Punjab. But Mr Badal could not take a tough stand as Mr Talwandi 
had already deserted him. 


Mr Tohra is isolated in the party. It is possible that extremists may join 
the Talwandi group. Besides, the Sant Group may try to oust Mr Tohra from the 
SGPC office. 


CSO: 4220/7631 
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HARD-CORE MIZOS SEEN TO INTENSIFY INSURGENCY 





Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13, 14 Aug 81 


Two-part article by Kirit Bhaumik: 


AIZAWL. ” 


ONTRADICTORY urges have 

built up tension in this bDeauti- 

ful town sprawling over rounded 

hilltops where the craving for peace 

1s getting smothered by an escala- 

tion of agitations and threats of 
renewed violence. 


The people-in general here want 
peace and an end to the 15-year-long 
imsurgency and killings Bui their 
hones of echeving “ ate dwindling 
with preparations quite evident!y go- 
ing on for extremsi action by a group 
of young men and students for what 
bev call “furthering the cause of the 
Mizo people.” 

A tention @ directed towards Deh: 
where talks are now On bdelween [he 
Lion government and the Mizo Na- 
tioral Front chief, Mr. Laldenga, for 
find.ng a solution to the *Mizo pro- 
hiem.” Whilt the eider politicians are 
hoping agains’ hope tha the ¢alks will 
lead to an end to insurgency, the 
young men owing avegance to iv 
Miro leaders ave geiting ready for the 
cond phase” of their movement 


Officials here were taken by surprse 
when the #uderas last monmh organs 
ed a demonstration in front of a po- 

ce “ation demanding the release of 

student jeaders arrested on the 
charee of extorting “donations” from 
non-VMizo revdents. The poloce used 
¢t9*-2a6 to disperse the mob, Sul were 

n t ercich not to provoke the 


“ "cle re 
: ~ upcond:ionall 
Toc demonstration assumed a au 
ca £ . was arrow 


have the backing of the MNF whose 
anmed men were Quite capeabic of uw- 
na their weapons against the political 
opponents. Ths mndeed is the crus ol 
the problem here. Because of the arms 
ne, possess, the MNF men ave able 


End to Insurgency Urged 


to impose their authonty in the capi- 
tal town self. Land allotments made 
by the etate government have been 
“cancelled” by orders from the MNF 
and there is none here eho w! dis- 
obey them. Newspape’s and printing 
presses were ordered to be closed and 
ibey were complied with. A newspa- 
per edwor had his limbs broken for 
his writings not liked by the MNF. 
The newspaper was allowed to func- 
tton again after Mr. Laidenga inier- 
vened from Delhi. 


To what extent the administration 
has been paralysed by the armed MNF 
men is illustrated by the fact that the 
railways had to put off the inaugu- 
ration of the construction of a fatiway 
inne up Mizoram because of threais by 


thte insurgents. When whe additional 
chief engineer of the North-Eastern 
Railways went to Bairabi in Mizoram 
to make the arrangemems he was asi- 
ed to part with his cash ard ofher 
belongings by MNF men. The eng:- 
neet and his staff jett the ple.c in pa- 


nic 


Laroer ieduction . the sludents 
ynio the MNF movemem is a new 
phenomenoo. The front is us.ng the 
student body—“Miuro Zirlai Pawl--as a 
cover for iis activities because [ ts 
obliged to heep the peace under as 
agreement with the Union governmers 
as jong as the Delhi talks ave on 
Student volunteers have been pressed 
imo service for the intensiied “tax” 
collection drive especially io the urban 


The students’ involwemer ; causine 

moern here because @ has given a 
rew case of ‘. to the MNF more 
ment. The older people. who at one 
tume nursed sympathy with the ouyt- 
laws, are today completely alenoted 
from the MNF because of the sufer- 
ings they had to undergo. They want 
9 emd to insurgency. But the stuteais 


"Mizoram Scene"] 


are unaffected by these considerat'ons 
and have become an ¢asy prey w th: 
MNF's extremist politics 


Fiushed by its initial success. the 
MZP sent a student § deleza‘ion to 
Delhi to submit a memorandum to 
tne Pome Minister list'ne ther de- 
mands. It brings out cleaclv the att- 
tudes and objectives of the MNF. 
While expressing full sunpor: for Mr 
La'denga, the memorandum said that 
the ‘INF qas not “waging war ag- 
the goverrment of India for ts oun 
Saks. nor do they (the Mizcs) hate th- 
noa-Mizos. They have been pushed 
mto violence ip ord:: to secure the 
Mizo people's aspirations and digni' 


Holding out ‘he threat thu the \INF 


“ ad not Se daerred from cesort re 
fo vevence atain “nu comonel'ed to us 
* [9 Saleguard the Jawiy righ's and 
natvonal dign:ty’ of the Mizos, the 
roemoraendum demanded ‘the reun': 
canon tf the “ovo peoole ard th 


*.oraiion of their native land to 

umer @ single acminatrative uns.” | 

® 1 demand ‘or a “greater \i vora7 
With the high hopes gererated & 


the VINE propaganda machine a 
te ioame « the Delhi talas. 
hardly ively that the students end , 


MNF rank and file wil be cotned 
eth what ‘hs Lianion soverrens na 


offe The 5 probab v e ‘2 sec 


the undergiousd nd so the ; 
ravers tor the “second phase < 
oovemnent 
the tax collec’ion e he 
ern i and e ac 
e 4 ; 
. 4 ; 
rawna ad recentiv <ianed 
the t Jer wh Rs 6 ‘a He 
| ) a‘ Cia 
< j "eC OAT f 
he Riyna Hara 
” ; 5 











’ government 
¢! Mr 


4IZAWL. 


ocivcen 
and ire 


Laldeng3, has 


ine aias 


been universally e.comed here a‘ 
an effort to Bring peace to this 
oubtled state. concern 1s being 21 
sressed at the dela fl arriving at 
an agreement. teczuse i$ gising 
me to the MNF to prepare for 


men! 
The chief minister, Brig. TFT. Saiio 
wis the Limon government pell 
ui clea he terms acceptable to 
n greemer sith the MNF 
and leave toto Mr aidenga | 
e hem cr not. Prolo: gation « 
re dulogue. according to him, 5 
or reatng a situation tavourable 
w the revival of unsurger 
Senor leaders of the ruling Peo 
pie « Conlerence would even like the 
| nN government .) Z 10 ne 
matmum possibie exten nw w 
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dom tw accommodate Mr. Laldenza 
' nat can ensure peace in ife Staite 
hat i, of the MNF aerees 
ender $ arms and come ‘er 
The Peoples Conference precident 
Mi Biakchungnunga is .onfde 
that hes party wil be adie Oo nee 
the SIN hallenge m normal dem 
Crate pohtis once the ms 
ender is secured. According to him 
he people of Maroram have turned 
her back to insurg@iiey. They 
r i\e fv more oj ki! z% and 
» lessne: But they are help ess 
with the armed men roaming 
c 4 ce 
The Penole'’s Conference ice-pres 
lent Mr Bhalhranga sucess 
the i.mon gc.ernment honwid “ee 
\4 Laidengas argument that ian 
collection by MINE men ix nece 
“~¢€ ie ne “ave , #5 Rs 
g feed the over OO men \ 
jor gi , < ey are enah 
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FEAR OF TERRORIS\I 
They 


fear 


that if the situation is 
not brought under control soon 
can deterrorate to wat t was wm 
19°79 when several non-M 7o« aere 
murdered by MNF men in old 
blood. Even women and children 
~- family members of non-Mizos — 
were not spared his could be re- 


peated because the MNF, according 
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CITU GENERAL COUNCIL CALLS FOR TRADE UNION UNITY 
Calcutta THE STATFSMAN in English 25 Aug 8i p 3 


[Text] Howrah, Aug 24--The general council of the Centre of India Trade Unions 
now in session here since Friday reiterated in a resolution today the call for 
formation of a confederation of all trade unions centres and national federa- 
tions. It urged that renewed efforts should be made to bring about such a 
united forum. 


Mr P. Ramamurty, general secretary of the CITU, told reporters that the council 
welcomed the decisions of the National trade union convention “against the price 
rise and the anti-people policies of the Government” held in Bombay. About 40 
industrial federations and eight central trade union organizations had partici- 
pated. 


The convention decided to observe a protest and demand day all over the country 

on November 3, workers’ march to Parliament in the third week of November and 
one-day strike in all industries, Mr Ramamurty, directed ali CITU unions to 

ensure that the programme adopted at the national convention was observed. 


[The CITU general secretary alleged that in Haryana, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh and 
Karnataka their unions workers and leaders were subjected to “incessant attacks." 
The council noted with concern the repressive measures taken against the publi 
ector employees of Bangalore, the suppression of the locomen's struggle and | 
attack on the workers in the Assam Tea Estates. He welcomed the decision of th 
National Campaign Committee to make a complaint to the ILO. 


Mr Ramamurty alleged that the existing safety measures in the coal mines we! 


adequate and led to several coal mine disasters. Regarding the increase in 
way accidents he said that it was due to the lack of prope: maintenance {for wi 
igher officials should be held responsible. 


Regarding the Sixth Five-Year Plan the meeting recorded its strong prote: 


" , % ‘ ‘7 " 
mgainst the policies of ‘capitalist planning and demanded an immedia hora 
’ y 4s to} t Payne! ~ icy | j r i f mor | ! / cs nd rT 
rect taxation o “ group 
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LALDENGA OPTIMISTIC ON MIZO SETTLEMENT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] Shillong, Aug 26 (UNIL)--Rebel Mizo National Front chief Laldenga said 
today that a ‘concrete solution to the Mizo problem is very much in the offing’ 
despite the mutual suspicion which existed in the minds of the two parties-- 
the Centre and MNF--because of 15 years’ of insurgency. 


In a prepared speech on his arrival at the Aizawl Mr Laldenga said the Ceatre 
had not acceded to some of the demands of the MNF, but has given some counter- 
proposals which he was carrying to the headquarters for consultation with the 
15-member executive committee. 


Among the Central proposals was granting statehood for the Union Territory pre- 
ceded by the dismissal of the Peoples Conference Ministry headed by Brig. T. 
Sailo, he stated. 


The Centre is understood to have rejected the MNF proposals for Greater Mizoram 
and separate flag and constitution for it. 


Mr Laldenga will later fly to Parva and then reach the MNF headquarters in the 
Arakan Hills after a three-day trek. He is being accompanied by two of the under- 
ground ‘ministers’ and his wife on the peace mission. 


Although a Mizo state on the Nagaland pattern may not be acceptable(to the MNF) 


the terms offered by the Centre would be discussed with the national executive 
and further negotiations woul? continue he added. 


CSO: 4220/7645 
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PRESS COUNCIL ASKS POWERS AGAINST ERRINC DAILIES 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Aug 81 p 13 


government to vest it with minimum powers to enforce decisions on newspaper 
indicated or censured by it repeatedly. 


In its annual report presented today to the Lok Sabha by the information an 


broadcasting minister, Mr Vasant Sathe, the council suggested to the governmer: 


to insert an express provision in section 14 of the Press Council Act, 19/8 
empowering it to recommend to the Central and state governments and also to 


~ 


G 


[Text] New Delhi, August 25 (PTI): The Press Council of India has urged the 


, 
aah 


public sector undertaking: to discontinue issuance of advertisements to erring 


newspapers. 


The council, among other things, wants power to disallow growth rate in alli 


of newsprint to erring and defaulting newspapers for a period not exceeding 
years or to recommend to the posts and telegraph department to suspend the 
essional postage registrations for a period not exceeding one year. 


journalists and editors found to commit any professional misconduct thrice 
denied facilities of accreditation for a period not exceeding six months. 


e council also recommended that as in the case of newspapers, it should 


, 


vt 


powered to warn, admonish or censure authorities, including the government, 


the council's observation be placed on the table of both the houses of par! 
and the legislatures of the states concerned. 

he council decided to constitute the appellate board consisting of a chain 
and a member. 
The council, during 1980, received 100 new complaints, including; t 
authorities and 60 against newspapers and journalists. 
In 7 « mplaint, the Te were 1llegations of f ) eign mone heinge num 

~ organisations in *he countr 
es sLiegations | sustained before | 


ent evidence and the ase was accordingly treated a 
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NORTHEASTERN COUNCI; REPORTEDLY UNDER STRAIN 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Aug 81 p /7 


('Text] Shillong, August 24. The North-eastern Council (NEC), set up in 1973 
under an act of parliament as a unique experiment in integrated development of 
the north-eastern region, is rocked by an unseemly controversy over the choic« 
of a new chairman consequent upon the government's decisicn to do away with the 
tradition of having a common covernor for the north-eastern states who had 

far held dual responsibilitie 

Mr B. K. Nehru and later Mr L. P. Singh, as governor of Assam, Nagaland, Mani- 
pur Tripura and Meghalaya had been NEC chairman. But ever since Mr L. P. Sing! 
laid down office on August 12 following the appointment of Mr Prakash Mehrotra 
as governor of Assam and Meghalaya and Mr S. M. H. Burney as governor of Naga- 
land, Manipur and Tripura, the post of NEC chairman has remained vacant. 


While the Centre has yet to make up its mind in regard to the choice of the NE 
chairman, the chief minister of Tripura, Mr Nripendra Chakraborty, has expressed 
the view that the chief ministers of the north-eastern region should preside over 
the meetings of the council by rotation. 


Mr Mehrotra is not averse to holding the dual charge if the Centre so wishes 


The chief ministers of the north-eastern states, at the last NEC meeting in 
[tanagar in Arunachal Pradesh on August 7, had unanimously acopted a resolution 
inviting the attention of the Centre to the changed context consequent on the 
appointment of more than one governor for the northeastern states and urging it 
to appoint an eminent economist or a distinguished planner as the working chair 
man of NE 


The meeting of the council, the resolution said, might be presided over by th 
chief ministers by rotation. 


Adviser's Support 
significantly, the resolution was aiso signed by the adviser to the governor ol! 
President-ruled Assam much to the chagrin of Mr L. P. Singh, who was then also 


holding the office of chairman of the council. 


[The Centre, it is understood, is not in favour of the suggestion made in the 
resolution. It is of the opinion that the elevation of the post of secretary 
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I 


O a status on a par with secretary to the Union government 
bviates the need for appointing a full-time working chairman of the council. 


<< 
the counclii Ct 


A proposal was mooted by Mr Burney, while he was still the Union home secre- 
tary, that the Union home m.nister himself should hold the office of chairman 


of the council, but Mr Zail Singh has not favoured the idea presumably because 
it might offend the sensibilities of the chief ministers and also strengthen th 
suspicion that the NEC was designed as a supergovernment. 


The latest thinking in New Delhi, according to informed sources, is to entrust 
the chairmanship to the govemorof Assam and Meghalaya, Mr Prakash Mehrotra. 
The fact that the NEC and Mr Mehrotra's headquarters are located in Shillong 
seems to have weighed heavily with policy makers in New Delhi. 


It is however doubtful if the chief ministers will be happy with this “idea” 
and even if they accept the appointment of Mr Mehrotra, it is not certain that 
he will be able to exercise sufficient influence over the chief ministers of 
Nagaland, Manipur and Tripura, as these states are now under the charge of 


Mr Burney. 


According to observers, the NEC is today at the crossroads and its functioning 
as well as its very future as an instrument for integrated development of the 
region will depend on the choice of its new chairman. They point out that al- 
ready the authority of the council has eroded and the organization is under 


severe strain. 
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IN KERALA RSP 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Aug 81 p 12 
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Text j Trivandrum, August 26--The founder leader of the Revolutionary Socialist 


s 


Party, Mr N. Srikantan Nair, has caused a second split in the party by again 
breaking away from the official group. 


The tirst split in the party took place ten years ago. That group, which func- 
tioned as the anti-Congress National Party, is now an ally of the Congress(I) and 


alls itself the RSP (National). 


fhe National Party disowned the (RSP) (National) after the official group re- 
turned to its fold following the formation of the CPM-led left democratic gov- 
ernment in Kerala. 

Mr Nair, who was elected secretary of the breakaway party, yesterday claimed 
that parallel committees would be organised in all districts. He has the 
support of one of the six MLAs in the ruling front, Mr Sivadasan, who was 
elected from Quilon. 


His association with the new group would, however, not affect the ruling front 
as Mr Nair had made it clear that his group stood for a left front. But, it 
is not yet certain that the ruling front will recognise the breakaway group. 


[The party leaders, like Mr Tridib Choudhary from West Bengal, last month tried 


to avert the split. He and other party leaders from the state are expected to 
visit Kerala again for another attempt at reconciliation. 
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NEW DELHI Axo 34 

Desoxte the increased pudiic irterest 
—roency of electoral reforms 
an @arty cecwon by tne Government 
On ine AUMerOUS DrOpesa’s NACluGING 
tmose by the Chef Eecton Com 
missioner. $ unikety Also the chances 
of pe Government acceot.ng the sugges- 
tors for structural cnarces or subsidy 
to Candidates are wrivaily - 

Tre procedure. set by the Govern- 
ment. envisages internal discussion and 
consultation with the Opposition partes 
aS past experience snows. couid 
De "Ime-consuming 

Tne question of poll reform: had 
been under discussion since 1969 when 
tne Election Commission for the first 
tre made comprehensive proposals 
for cnaroes m the representation of 
the Peooe Act nad been 
examred at various Dy 2a 
font commuttee of Pariamert by a 


Corn ry tee 


nm the 


wre 


al 
) "ese 


leveisc — 


appornted by ‘he late J 
PrP Narayan on beralf of the 


C.tizens 


for Democracy and a Cabinet sub 
committee Ouring Me vanata -eqime 
Mrs irdwa Gardh: had been on 
record as maving Gisfavoured the West 
German-tyoe st system ‘funder which 
haf the number of seats in Parliament 
and ‘egrsiatures are filled through 
grect eectow and  provoronal 
represertaton These methods. accord- 
M™; to mer, were not practical for a 
courtry of the size of india The current 
prelimwnary examunation of the vanous 
$uggesti0ns for electora re 
forms proceeds from this oren.se 

An official document ists the vanous 
proposais for reforms under the follow 
nq heads Proposal to reduce wasteful 
expenditure on etecthons. corruot 
practices, erectoral offences misuse 
of off cial hinery Dy portical partes. 
erection G:spvutes. SUDSxty to candidates 
election expenses. faciities to cam 
Odates and cartes at Government ex- 
pense. elimnaton of frivolous can 
Cdates recommendation of the Election 
Commission for amendments to tne 
1950 Act amendments to the 195! 
Act and ™sce:\aneous 


TATTAT « 


7 7 


Or the bass of the preliminary 
t Says the recommerde 
ceen grouped nto tnree 
1) those volving important 
Ssues Of DO!ICy ) 


examwna:on 
"ons Nave 
2 those wrwch pnma 
de acceptso'e 
prema vacre a 
to ce not acceptane 

Tre Dreas for adootns the list system 
Or subs:Ccy 'O caroicates are de eved 
to be incuced m the not acceptao'e 
category 


- In f@Diy tO &@ Question mn the Raya 
32a0"2 or wmetne (re ULovernmert "ad 
taken ary decision on the recommerdcs 


toms of the af Election Commuss:oner 
the Law er Mr Shw Shankar 
sad No dius on the proposas 


*as yet oeen tanxenr The proo0[0sa's 
would NOt Only require careful cons:dera- 
ton of the full wmolcatons. but also 


oscuss:ors wit" poitcal partes and 
m some cases wth the State 
uovernmerts as well Such discussions 
COuId Only be held after certain o 
vis/Oorai conc'uSsorns "ave Derr att wed 
at orn the oroo0o0sais 
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ELZCLiLONS POSSIBLE IN THREE 
THE HINDU in English 26 Aug 


NEW DELHI. Aug 25 

Though there are no formal de- 
CrSIONS. Certainly not at tne official 
level. the talk of a mid-term po! 
for the Assemblies in Jammu anc 
Kashmir Andhra Pradesh anc 
Karnataka has. of late. gained fre 
quency 

The talk emanates from the in- 
formal caiculations of the ruling 
parties. or some sections of them 
in the three States that thew chances 
of return to power would be better 
iN an early pol! 

Of course the decision, 4 necessary 
would be taken at the poiifical level 
by the Congress () high command 


in the case of Ardhra Pradesh anc. 


Karnataka The official machinery would 
come into the picture ¢ and when 
the ruling partes formally decide to 
cut short the terms of the Assembies 

As things stand the elections in the 
three States are Gue only in early 1983 
in Jammu and Kashmw. the last poll 
wes held 1977. but the tenure of 
the Assernbly there «6 six years 

Unike as on the rest of india. where 
the emergency-era decision to exteno 
the life of the Assemblies from five 
to Six years was reversed during the 
Janata rule. the increased term remere 
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unchanged m Jammu and Kashrw 
(Because of the special status of the 
State. the decision has to be taken 
by 

Kashmir case 


Several arguments are advanced by 
those favouring an early poll m the 
three States 

in Jammu and Kashmw the Chef 
Mimster Shekh Apoduilah. woud 
perhaps like to see hs son. Dr Faroog 
Abdullah. now the head of the ruling 
National Conference. secure in the 
Government and then succeed him wien 
he (the Sherkr) has the situation fwmiy 
in hus Qrip 


A poll next year 'S therefore. com 
sidered a better proposition 


in Karnetaka a mid-term poll, accord. 
ing to the assessment of at least one 
section of the ruling party. would help 
t because the Opposition ss in disarray 
and @* would be Detter to nave a trial 
of strength before the nonCongress 
() elements Consolidate themselves 


~ In Afidhra Pradesh. the Chief Minister 
Mr T Anyah:-himself has spoken of 
the possibility of acvancing the date 
of the poll Obviously here too « 
ts fen delay could adversely affect 
the ruling oarty § Chences. 
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NEW DELH! Aug 13 
\“r S P Gupta senor acvocate 
A erabad avec 7 the Supreme Court 


today 2 
soges ‘Cc 


‘or ms 


OpO-Nntment 


2 


righ Courts o 
rere were 
destructrve of tre 
puorc@ry uwicer tre 


y for snon 
aren oermarert 
vacancies was 
naepencence of 


Corstt ‘rn 


The guarartee of tenure of High 
Out puGges constituted an esserta 


reature of the indepenoence Of wOCcia’y 
. 


A threat The short-term aopantments 


were meant to De a ‘Mreat to ‘those 
pudges ‘hat | ther judgmerts were 
not to the king of the governmert 


of the day—they mught Not De cort:nved 

t was not open to tre President 
Ve) the esecurve. [0 apport Ony 
additonal judges even "hough perme 
nert vacancies ex sted 

Under Aricie 224 ‘additional 
Coun judaes) additional jges coud 
De a0Donted only ¢ here were arrears 


ana *e workioad was heavy ‘or the 
permanent ..0G6s 

When one was apponted either as 
@ permanent of an adotoral judge 
he was a judge of the Migh Coun 
concerned under Armcie 216 & the 
Const turor 

Mes ndenencence to function in terms 
of the oath of off.ce srou.d be ensured 
Mes tenure cOud not De cut sor o 
Owed 'O 20% 
of permanent vacances) 
cogent reasons in terms of the provis:ons 


Gesorte the ea stence 


erceot ‘or 


~~ me Const tUuton Mr nota meer 
a pet toner s4 

A speciai seven-)wage Bench cors:st 
nO ~~ Ar Just ce e "| al ocwa’ 
Wy stce A C Guota KA Justice 
S Muortuza Fazi A Mr Justice V 
© Tulzapurkar Wr Justce O A Desa 
\Ar ece® S Pathak and Wr Just “2 
E S Venkataraman was earng a 


# Det tions 
¥ the COTIcy Of the 


short term 


"a erging the va aq 
sOVETO ™@Mert pving 


extertors to addtoral 


rare 


Betis ded aoe t iv 


- rarmnrarer 
Cpt i 
eT 


siges ard aiso 3a recert crcuiar of 
me Unon Law Mirister ‘or seenng 
the corsert of additior voces ‘for 


transfer to otmer Mign Courts 
“Mr Gupta sad the 
makers did "ot visualise ‘hat acc ora: 
wedges would De kept on prooaton 
k@ Ordinary crv! servants 
The suitabiity and fitress of a oersor 


~ 
WOnst tutor 


Sous oe gore to cefore me was 
appormed as an adctiora!l doe 

f such an additonai wace was 
subseaquert'y found ct suitaoie ‘or 
a relevant reason t was for the Chief 
Justice of the Migh Court and the 


Chief Justice of ndia—and not for 
the Governmert—to take steps under 
the iaw rot to contrue wm mn the 
post 

Assaling te moucned circular of 
the Law Minster course! sat that 
requiring advance consert for transfer 
of addrtonal waoes and aso of those 
be apoonted amounted to 
the imposition of conditrons of elig 
Dity Of persons to De cons dered 
'oOr appointment and 31sO On sifting 
additional judges 


“ey tc 


Ths letter was hence utra wires of 
Arvcie 2'7 (appointment of high Court 
juoges) 

Judges from outside State: The policy 
of the Union Government that one-trwd 
strength of a High Court should be 
from outsde the State concerned had 
tne effect of amending the Constitution 
and therefore ultra wres of Artxle 
917 

Having regard to the nature of the 
functions of the dges. whch inciuded 
Gecrang asputes between the State 
and the citizen in the modern werfare 
State the advice of Counc! of Miersters 
on appomntmert of High Court judges 
20d aiso the Supreme Court shovid 
not Dind the Presidert 


in these matters the “ecommendations 
of the Chef Justice of india and the 
chet Justoe of the State High Court 
should prevail. Mr 


suota sad 
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promotiy through summary ‘ais was 
nO retfiection on the courtrys woca 
systema since the &:!! crowded for ao- 


peas in the normai Course 
Farmers safe: *“e Oocosition Paries 
ey oressed ‘rat 


“sons Prevent sn of 


apprenension the oro 
sher B 
oC aca™Mark et MG ro Ma mterance 

wpies of Essential Commocites 
mendment) Bill-mignt be used to Or iNG 
pressure on farmers with 
punsAment to part wih ther 
at unremunerative orices 

> 

he Deputy Minister for C. vi Suppives 
\ Braymonan Mananty who pcted 
Bill sad the Government had the 


responsiDility of ensuning reasona 


of he 


of 


‘reas ~e 


procuce 


re ‘ot Ss tO tre farmers and protecting 
c SUT er iNerests 
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List of offenders: Aer the Lox 


passed the two 6's the Mirvstres 
concerned got Ousy with tre toiliow 
up Measures for tne crackdown or 
biacnmarketers and hoarders in close 
corcen wth tre State Governments 
The Central 'ntegence ard Enforce 
mem Agencies ave already orawr 
moa Wst of suspected hoarders and 
biackmarketers im a iaroe number of 
tes anc towns 

Ore reason why tne Certre dd rot 
come out wir ny yrnances curing 
the inter session period for arming tse 


Ww re OC TIONAa! ox wers tay - wrt “2° "ese 
offences was that S$ were 
wreadcy pending before Parliament 

Bur 
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INDIA 


PURCHASE FUNDS SECURED FOR BUYING MIRAGE 2000 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Aug 81 p 1 
|\Article by B. K. Joshi: "L900 M. Set Apart To Buy Mirage 2000"] 


[Text] London, August 26. Preliminary arrangements have been maa for financ- 
ing the planned Franco-Indian deal for Mirage 2,000 aircraft. An initial amount 
of L900 million has been earmarked, although the total value of the contract is 
yet to be fixed, according to a TIMES despatch from Paris. 


The deal under negotiations for two years is expected to be closed in September 
when an Indian military mission visits France to discuss delivery schedules and 
armaments systems for the aircraft. 


Under the deal, 45 of the aircraft would be built in France, 45 partly in France 
and partly in India and 65 more entirely in India. 


The aircraft is now under development by Dassault Company, which is high on the 
list of firms to be nationalised by the French government. The first prototype 
of this aircraft flew in 1978, and delivery for the French Air Force would be- 
gin in 1983. 


Mirage 2,000 can fly at speeds higher than Mach-2 and has a combat radius simi- 
lar to F-16, which is to be acquired by Pakistan. Its weapon carrying capacity 
is also similar to that of F-16. The cost of both is also stated to be in the 
same range. 


Mirage 2,000 has two 30-mm cannons and takes as standard interception weapons 
two Matra Super 530 missiles and Matra 550 Magic missiles. It will have a new 
pulse Doppler radar which can detect targets at altitudes within a range of 
around 60 miles. 


The aircraft is fitted with inertial navigation equipment, enabling it to fly 
low towards its target and reach it accurately. 


The TIMES despatch saia -.u4t the Franco-Indian negotiations for the sale of 
Mirage 2,000 have been given a fresh impetus by the election of the new Social- 
ist government in France,which considers India, together with Mexico and Algeria, 
as a key element for building better relations between developing nations and 

the industrialised world. 
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INDIA 


RAJYA SABHA DISCUSSES FOREIGN TRAINING OF GUERRILLAS 
Caicutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Aug 81 p l 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug 27--The government's refusal to disclose the names of 
neighbouring countries which were allegedly training guerrillas and sending 
them to India led to sharp exchange between the chairman and some Opposition 
members in the Rajya Sabha today. 


The chairman's remark that "I am here to protect the interest of the country” 
provoked sharp protests from Mr Piloo Mody (J) and Mr N. P. Shahi (LD). His 
duty was to "protect" members in the House, Mr Mody said. If he wanted to pro- 
tect the interest of the country "we will send you to the borders." Then, Mr 
Mody addressed the Prime Minister (who was present in the House) and said: 
"Please give him an appointment in the Border Security Force." 


Mr Mody objected when the chairman would not allow members’ supplementary about 

the countries which were training guerrillas. The chairman said he was not pro- 
tecting the Government. But Mr Mody was heard remarking: "you have started ad- 

vising the Government.” 


Despite these sharp exchanges, Mr Zail Singh, Union Home Minister and Mr Yogen- 
dra Makwana, Minister of State for Home Affairs, declined to give names of such 
neighbours on the plea that it would be against public interest and security of 
the country. 


An Opposition member shouted that the Minister was concealing information sup- 
piied to the House earlier. The chairman said: "The Minister was not conceal- 
ing the information but it is not diplomatic.” 


Replying to a question of Mrs Najma Heptulla (C-I1), Mr Makwana said guerrillas 
were being tra‘ned by some neighbouring countries and sent to Mizoram and some 
other places. The Government was watching the situation and whenever possible 
was intercepting the influx of guerrillas into the country. 


There was a discussion between Mr Zail Singh and Mr Makwana when supplemen- 
taries were being asked. Mrs Gandhi was seen prompting the Home Minister. 


When no direct reply came, Mr Shahi asked pointedly whether the neighbouring 


countries involved were Bangladesh and China. Mr Hidayatullah said he would 
not force the Government to give the requisite information. 


42 





At this stage, Mr Zail Singh said members should not press fcr such information 
on the plea that conditions in Assam were not normal and talks were in progress 
over the foreign nationals’ issue. 


When Mr J. B. Mathur (BJP) wanted to know whether the Government would treat 
illegal infiltrators as refugees, Mr Makwana replied that they had come to 
India because of historical reasons and talks were going on to decide the cut- 
off date. "There cannot be any ready or cut and dried reply to such questions,” 
the chairman remarked. 
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TEAM TO ASSESS WAR DAMAGE IN KAMPUCHEA 





Madras 


[Text } 
NEW DELHI Aug 26 
The Government has agreed to 

send an mter-munsterial delegation 

to Kamouchee next month to assess 
tne war damage and report back 
on the assistance india can render 
nN rehaduitating «ts shattered 
aQonomy 

The Heng Samrin regime $ seek- 

Ng massive help from india nn 

restoring ts ports. railways and 

telecommunications. repawing the 

Gamaged hosp:tais. power houses 

and schools. restarting the affected 

INGuUStral UNTS and resumIng agricul- 

tural Operations 
Though the Sowret Union and Vietnam 

are already helping in its economc 
reconstruction the Kamouchean 

Government warts to obtain maximum 

assistance from ind with ts middie 

‘evel techroogy Mat 6 more aporncabe 

‘oO the iocal Corditions — 6 a0 keen 

On Gemonstratng thet Vir Heng Samrin 

ard ™s colleagues are not over depen 

dert on Vietnam 
The Foregn Mester of Kamouchee 

Mr Hun Sen who arrved today on 

3 S* Cay vst to dia. was accorded 

an exceotoneily warm welcome since 

t was the first major contect between 

the two Governments after the inden 

recog tion of the Kampuchesen regime 
ast year 

The wist $ arousing considerable 
terest among foregn diplomets here 
because of ts tring and the contest 
iN weech t 6 taking place 

international meet: The United States 
and ts western alles China ard the 

South-East Asian nations continue to 

martan that tne Kampuchean orobiem 

san be settied only trough an interne- 
tonal conference 

t was largely on Mer msesterce 
that tne recert UN sponsored con 
feecce was heid 7m New York whch 
adccted a declaraton calling for the 
withdrawo! of Veetoamese forces as 

a starting port for ary peaceful 
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sen ement 
The Heng Samm regene hes been 
suggesting a regona contererce 


between the three indo-China States 
and the fwe ASEAN member courtres 
in the presence of a UN representatrve 
# not under ts auspices The purpose 
of ts restricted conference ss to «een 
the Dig powers out and ‘et the regone! 


courtnes concerned arrive at an amcea- 
be sowtion 

in declownng me UN Secretary- 
Generals mvitaton to the UN 


sporsored conference. india nad taken 
the stand fvwt 2 regona! conference 
suggested by the Heng Samwin regire 
COud precede @ wider mternstore! 
corference There wes © ‘erm 
tS view. © letting he rego! courtres 
explore the poss:b/ ites Of @ settlement 


A oumber of noneloned courtres 
mciuang te ASEAN group which 
participated in the UN sponsored cor- 
ference. went along with the resolution 
adooted by the foreign muwsters con 
ference 7m Deity early ts year calling 
for the withdrawal of all fore.gn forces 
Tre resolution Gd not specially refer 
to the V etnamese presence but clubbed 
t together wth the intervennon of other 
foreign forces 

But China strongly opposed the 
follow-up suggestion by ASEAN that 
aher the withdrawal of the Viememese 
troops all armed factions operating 
on ether se Should be disarmed to 
prevent renewal of the ngnerg and 
create peaceful conditions setting 
Kamoucnes s fuure through free ten 
tons 

t argued that the pies ‘or Osarming 
the forces of both Pol Pot and Heng 
Samrin would amount to equating a 
‘ga governmert stil recognised by 
the great marty of UN members 
with @ vsurper regime mstaiied by 
Vietnam through muitary intervention 

Purpose of tale: All these aiffenng 
aporoeches came © for menton in 
ore context or the offer af the talks 
between the Foreign Minister of Kam 
puches and the incien External Affars 
Mirwster. ths afternoon But the purpose 
Of these Gecussore wes ‘ot [oO pass 
ay veve pdomerts on fe relative 
merits of a regonel or mternenoral 
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effort to resolve De Kamnoucnean ‘ange 

The two sdies were concerned soul 
now Oest Kampouches co. d go snesd 
with tT economc ‘erebicaton wth 
the asestence ¢ coud eoeve fom 
fnendly countries lke india. UTtrammeied 
by the merceuvres of he greet powers 
pulling © Offerert Grectors was 
ts context thet inde hed agreed 
to senc an mter-mneters! teem to 
see what could be dome [oO e'p Kar 
puchesa © ts reconstruction 

The Government of indw «6 setsfed 


thet. whetever the atitude of the Kam 
puchean people to the continued 
presence of the Vietnamese forces 
nO sensible section of opimon would 
wert to go back to the rule of Pol 
Pot. who ned liquidated i cold Dicod 
wth a gerocds! mouse more than 
one-iiwc cf the country $s population 

it sees 10 just4 caton at al! for nduig: 
ing mm haw-sorting argume™ation over 
the legalities of the Vetnamese interven 
ton 

interesong development An rterest- 
mG development et Mas not gore 
unnoticed « that though the ASCAN 
countries nave been ening up with China 
and the US n opposing the Vietnamese 
fmitary presence " Kampuchea Mey 
are becoming creasingly weary of the 
wider mplcations of the Sino-Amercan 
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and Education he wil meet 
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INDIA 


ROLE OF CSIR IN SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT REVIEWED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 81 p 7 


jArticle by A. M. Zutshi ‘Gulzar’: "CSIR and National Scientific Development 
During Last Two ars!!"; dated 22 August 1981) 


[Text] The primary objective of the Council of Scientific & Indusirial Research, 
established in the 40s, is to create a base of scientific capability and excel- 
lence over a wide spectrum of science and technology to enable it to carry out 
research of value for the development of industries and other sectors of economy. 


Today with its 35 national laboratories/institutes and 2 industrial research 
associations supported by 71 extension centres, field stations etc. spread over 
the length and breadth of the country CSIR is one of the largest State-supported 
R&D organisations of the world. Ithas on its rolls more than 4,500 scientists 
with a supporting staff of over 14,000. The total number of processes released 
to industry till the end of March, 1981 is 1,293 out of which 571 were reported 
to be in production. This may create an impression that the entire activity of 
CSIR relates only to this aspect of release of processes and know-how to be mea- 
sured in terms of premia and royalties earned. That this is not the case can be 
understood if it is realised that CSIR,having established a base as per the pri- 
mary objective, has used it to provide national standards, testing facilities, 
consultancy services, undertaking of sponsored research, production of papers, 
monographs technical and feasibility reports, carrying out evaluation studies 
and offering advice to Government and industry, popularisation of science and 
publicatien of scientific journals, award of fellowships, operation of the 

Scier ists’ Pool and providing technical assistance to other developing countries. 


The areas of collaboration of CSIR with various ministries and departments have 
been increasing from year to year. A number of projects continued to be under- 
taken by the laboratories in collaboration with different ministries/departments 
of the Government both at the Centre and in the States. Design and consultancy 
capabilities in many specialised areas have been developed by the laboratories. 
A number of collaborative programmes have been undertaken by the laboratories 
with various universities in specific areas. Collaborative programmes have also 
been undertaken with international agencies in several areas. The setting up 

of national facilities by CSIR has added distinctively to the scientific and 
technological potential of the country as a whole. 
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Thus it can be seen that CSIR renders wide-ranging services to support the 
national infrastructure in the achievement of self-reliance. 


Some highlights of the contribution of the national laboratories and the vari- 
ous units at the headquarters to different sectors of national economy such as 
the public sector, private sector, Government departments etc. during the last 
year and a half, are given herein. It is hoped that this will give an insight 
into the range of activities of CSIR and national laboratories. 


Resources Development 


A number of laboratories have been engaged in chis area both on-shore and off- 
shore. A significant development has been the success that the National Insti- 
tute of Oceanography, Goa has achieved in exploration of minerals in the ocean- 
bed. Polymetallic (manganese) nodules have been collected by NIO under a pro- 
gramme of exploration of deep-sea mineral deposits in the Indian Ocean. NIO's 
Oceanographic ship 'R V Gaveshani' collected the first sample of polymetallic 
nodules, during its 86th cruise, from a depth of 3.6 km on 20 January 1981. 


The nodules contain nickel, copper and cobalt, besides mangauese and iron. India 
is the sevench country in the world to have developed capability to collect 
polymetallic nodules from deep-sea floor, the other countries being USA, UK, 
USSR, Japan, West Germany and France. 


Encouraged by the results of this survey, the NIO scientists are planning to 
extend the survey of nodules to other areas in the Indian Ocean, especially the 
central Indian Ocean, where large areas are reported to be carpeted with high- 
grade polymetallic nodules. 


With the collection of the nodules by NI9, the project enters the second phase, 
under which the other CSIR laboratories will initiate researches on the mining, 
recovery beneficiation and metallurgy of the nodules. NIO contributed signifi- 
cantly towards the development of off-shore oil fields and a number of surveys 
for the Oil & Natural Gas Commission and the Oil India Ltd., were undertaken 
at Bombay High, Kori Great and Direction Bank, Muru and Godavari river basins. 
The surveys were aimed at (a) locating and finding out the nature of pipelines 
already laid (b) studying the bottom topography of the drilling sites (c) con- 
ducting oceanographic studies to support drilling activities and (d) position 
fixing of drilling rigs. 


Two laboratories that have offered several innovative techniques and methods for 
survey of coals and coal mining are the Central Fuel Research Institute, Jealgora 
and the Central Mining Research Station at Dhanbad. Work carried out under the 
Resource Quality Assessment Programme at the seven Coal Survey Units of CFRI 
covers investigations on 35 coalfields. 100 boreholes drilled in 110 blocks have 
been studied comprising a total corelength of 21,000 m. analysing 8000 samples 

in all. In addition, work has been continued on physical and chemical survey 

of coals including lab scale beneficiation tests for aid to industry (900 sam- 
ples) and railways (2,009 samples). The value of work has been estimated at 
over Rs 24.5 lakh. 
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On the basis of recommendations of CMRS huge quantities of coal have been mined 
underneath railway line and large structures without damage to track or the 
buildings. CMRS has also developed a new method of ‘in situ’ degasification in 
coal seams by bacteria! infusion. The results obtained by way of reduction of 
methane emission are quite encouraging. 


At the request of the Geological Survey of India (GSI), 10,600 line km. or air- 
borne geophysical surveys, employing magnetometric and scientillometric methods 
were carried out over the Cuddapah Basin. This forms a part of a total of 30,000 
line km. sponsored last year by GSI. The techniques and instrumentation for 
these surveys were earlier developed at NGRI. 


NGRI (National Geophysical Research Institute, Hyderabad) and Groundwater Survey 
& Development Agency (GSDA), Maharashtra have jointly selected two sub-basins 
(Godavari-Purna and Kukadi) in Aurangabad and Ahmednagar districts of Maharash- 
tra for ‘Integrated hydrogeological and geophysical studies." These sub-basins 
(each covering 1000 sq km. area) come under moderate and scarce rainfall regions 
of the State. Other areas under investigation are Lower Maner Basin (Rama- 
nujapuram area) and Marvanka Basin (Anantpur area), Andhra Pradesh. 


Tne Central Glass & Ceramic Research Institute, Calcutta has been undertaking 
resources quality assessment surveys for various State Governments. Last year, 
a consultancy project was sponsored by the Maharashtra Sta‘. Mining Corporation 
Ltd., for evaluation of aluminous minerals from Bhand: 4arashtra. The 
minerals were found suitable for making high alumina reicactories containing 

up to 72 per cent alumina. 


The Indian Institute of Petroleum Dehradun has been working in close collabora- 
tion with the Ministry of Petroleum, 0il India Ltd. and other refineries. After 
completing detailed studies on actual production samples of Bombay High crude 
oil, LIP prepared a “Bombay High Crude 0il Hand Book" which gives comprehensive 
basic data on all aspects of this crude. This hand book which has been prepared 
for the 0il Industry Development Board would serve the needs of various refin- 
eries using Bombay High Crude, for processing and design work. 


The national Metallurgical Laboratory, Jamshedpur has been breaking fresh ground 
in offering its expertise in the technology of steel-making to other developing 
countries as well. 


An assignment on beneficiation of two low grade oolitic iron ores from Syria, 
with strict adherence to time schedules referred to NML through the Metallur- 
gical and Engineering Consultants (MECON) Ranchi was completed satisfactorily. 
The aim of the investigation was to establish an iron and steel complex in 
Syria based on their raw materials. 


After 4 million tonnes of complex lead and zinc ore deposits are reported in 

the Romegangri-Canekga and Chakula areas of Bhutan as sulphides in party oxi- 
dised and fully oxidised forms. Fully oxidised ore is reported to be of the 
order of about 3 million tonnes. Bench scale investigations on the oxidised 
ore of Chakula area, assaying about 25 per cent zinc and 4.5 per cent lead were 
conducted by NML. This project was sponsored by the Geological Survey of India. 
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A comprehensive and voluminous publication entitled "Wealth of India” brought 
out by the Publications and Information Directorate, New Delhi contains vital 
information on all natural and industrial products of the country as a whole. 
The publication is marked by excellence in production scale runs confirmed the 
reuse potential and efficiency the matter of scientific identification, classi- 
fication, description, origin and other aspects of the country’s wealth. The 
publication is undergoing revisio. in parts and is also being brought out in 
Hindi in the name of Bharat ki Sampada. 


Biotechnologies 


There are at present 10 national laboratories/institutes in the area of biologi- 
cal sciences and over the years they have developed a strong capability in bio- 
technology particularly in finding out new and adaptive technologies for the pro- 
duction of drugs and pharmaceuticals, basic and fine chemicals, pesticides and 
in agro and post-harvest technologies. A few of them have also been offered to 
other developing countries. For instance, pilot plant for the manufacture of 
diosgenin and progesterone based on CSIR technology developed at RRL, Jamm was 
set up in Burma under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme of 
the Government of India. Pilot plants for the manufacture of citrus juice con- 
centrate and miltone have been set up by the Central Food Technological Research 
Institute, Mysore for the Central Research Orga:.isation, Rangoon, Burma. 


The Council has been one of the foremost agencies in the country to anticipate 
advances in biological science. Realising the need for undertaking programmes 
in forward areas of biology, the Counc!1 set up as early as in 1977, the Centre 


for Cellular and Molecular Biology at Hyierabad. The establishment of CCMB fulfils 


a long-felt need in the country for providing the necessary thrust in the areas 
of molecular and cellular biology, recognised as frontier areas the world over. 
The Centre is a unique institution of its kind established in India with the pri- 
mary objective of conducting research in frontier and mlti-disciplinary areas 
of modern biology with a view to seeking potential applications in agricultural, 
veterinary and medical sciences and industry. At present the Centre is engaged 
in projects on regulation cell division and malignant transformation, new pro- 
teins from seminal plasma, reversible denaturation of proteins, preparation of 
fine biochemicals etc. Already the laboratory has transferred to the industry 

a process for isolation of papain concentrate and crystalline papain--used in 
pharmaceutical industries. 


The new cervical dilator (Isaptent I), which was developed by the Central Drug 
Research Institute, Lucknow is now under production by a Bombay firm and is be- 
ing marketed under the trade name of Dilex-C. The device is made from the in- 
digenously available Isapgol seed husk and is t ster and cheap. r than the inm- 
ported “laminaria tent” presently used as an aid in medical term'nation of 
pregnancy. A second generation quick-swelling dilator (Isaptent il) has been 
developed and provides the desired degree of dilation of the cervix in 5-6 

hours as compared to 10-14 hours with Isaptent I. Efficacy trial of Isaptent 1! 
has been successfully completed in about 100 cases and the Drugs Controller 
(India) has given marketing permission. 
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A process for the production of primaquine, the only drug available for treat- 
ment of relapses in malaria, starting from panisidine, was handed over by CDRI 
to a firm in Hyderabad, after establishing the optimal parameters for its pro- 
duction of bumetamide (diuretic) from chlorobenzoic acid was completed and re- 
leased. The process for sulphametho-azole (antibacterial) was demonstrated to 
a firm in Calcutta. Work on the processes for metronidazole (antiprotozoal) 
starting from glyoxal, and for trimethoprim (antibacterial), both sponsored 

by a Bombay firm has been completed. 


"Tromaril" N B Phenylethyl anthranilic acid is a potent non-steroidal anti- 
inflammatory and antirheumatic drug. Extensive animal studies have shown that 
its anti-inflammatory action is possibly related to its anti-prostaglindin action. 
Toxicological studies indicate that "Tromaril" has a wide margin of safety even 
on long term administration. Extensive clinical trials have confirmed its anti- 
inflammatory action in rheumatology and soft tissue inflammatory conditions. It 
has excellent gastric tolerance and has no toxic effects on vital organ systems. 
The drug is being produced and marketed on the basis of know-how developed by 

the Regional Research Laboratory, Hyderabad. 


Production plant trials for the manufacture of 6-aminopenicillanic acid, a key 
intermediate in semisynthetic penicillin production, were carried out at Hindustan 
Antibiotics Ltd., Pune, with the immobilized penicillin acylase system developed 
at the National Chemical Laboratory, Pune in collaboration with the firm. The 
of the system established earlier in pilot plant trials. [as published] 


A simple and convenient method for the isolation of vinblastine as its sulfate 
from the leaves of ‘Vinca rosea has been worked out by NCL. The process has been 
optimised on 40 Kg per batch. About 1 g. of vinblastine sulfate can be isolated 
from 5 kg. of the leaves. Vinblastine sulfate is used for the treatment of 
Hodgkin's disease and other lymphomas. Very recently it has been shown that it 
can be used in the treatment of rheumatoic arthritis. A method for converting 
vinblastine to vincristine is now being worked out. Vincristine is a life-saving 
drug and is specifically used inthe treatment of children's leukemia. 


Quinapyramine sulphate and chloride (QSC) is a vital drug used in the treatment 
of Trypanosomiasis which is a fatal disease affecting domestic animals like 
cows, buffaloes, horses, camels, dogs, etc. The NCL process for the manufac- 
ture of QSC has been successfully demonstrated. The product made by the NCL 
process has been subjected to extensive field trials and found to be acceptable. 
A firm in Pune hopes to commence production of this drug early next year. The 
requirement of this drug is about 10 tonnes per annum valued around Rs 2 crore. 


The agro-technology developed by the National Botanical Research Institute, 
Lucknow, for mass production of German Chamomile (Matricaria chamomilla Linn.) 
flowers to yield blue oil on distillation has been commercially exploited. 

The blue oil obtained on steam distillation of flowers, finds extensive use in 
pharmaceutical and flavouring industries. 


Ergot production was started by the Central Indian Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, 
Lucknow on farmers’ land in Kashmir Valley in collaboration with Indo--a firm 
in Bombay. The inputs were provided by the firm, while technical guidance and 
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inoculum were provided by CIMPA. It is estimated that about 7 tonnes of ergot 

valued at Rs 5.8 lakh would have been produced. Ergot was cultivated by farn- 
ers on a land where the farmers would have got a very poor yield of any other 

essential agricultural crop. 


Lavender oil, produced from various species of Lavandula is one of the impor- 
tant essential oils used in perfumery and cosmetic industries. The entire re- 
quirement of the country was imported at an approximate cost of Rs 20 lakh per 
annum. The Research and Development Unit of CIMAP at Manasbal in Kashmir has 
been successful in the introduction of lavender on commercial scale and about 
4-ha plantation has already been raised. The trials indicated that lavender oil 
would be produced in Kashmir Valley. This would be a boon to farmers in the 
Valley because it could be grown on poor soil. Similarly, lavendin, an essen- 
tial oil bearing plant, has also been introduced and could be grown on such 
soils. 


A new variety of hops "Commet was released for commercial cultivation in Kash- 
mir Valley. This year 85 tonnes of hops valued at rupees 65 lakh were produced 
in the Valley using RRL (Regional Research Laboratory), Jammu technical know-how. 
Three short-term training courses in cultivation of hops were conducted by 

the Laboratory. Clocimum (the oil of which can substitute Clove oil), (released 
last year) has been brought under commercial cultivation in about 3.2 hectares 
of land in Jammu mainly to cater to the demand for its seed. Elite clones of 
Dioscorea composita were developed and 7000 rooted plants of this species were 
supplied to private growers in Maharashtra and N.E. India. Testing facilities 
and technical know-how were provided to mushroom growers of Kashmir Valley; 

19000 bottles of spawn were also supplied leading to production of mushroom worth 
about Rs 12 lakh. 


As a result of NBRI's work on betelvine cultivation and at its recommendation, 
the Government of Uttar Pradesh has decided to bring ‘pan’ cultivation under 
its ‘Drought Prone Areas Programme’ (DPAP) and extend all benefits and conces- 
sions to ‘pan’ growers. 


In the area of post-harvest technology, the Central Food Technological Research 
Institute, Mysore has established its credibility by offering several turnkey 
jobs for the setting up of food processing and beverages industries, in various 
scales, both in India and abroad. 


On the basis of consultancy provided by the Institute plans for the manufacture 
of energy food are being set up at Mysore, Raichur and Chitradurga. On the ba- 
sis of know-how made available by the Institute commercial production of cocoa- 
mess has been started by a Mysore firm. Surveys on food resources and infra- 
structural facilities in several States have been conducted by CFTRI and project 
reports for setting up of a fruit and vegetable product industries prepared. 

The institute is assisting Indonesia in setting up a post-harvest technology 
centre at Bogor under a World Bank assignment. 


This centre houses a pilot plant as well as modern storage and infestation con- 
trol laboratories. 
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The National Chemical Laboratory, Pune has made progress in the application of 
tissue culture for propagation of virus-free and disease-resistant plants. 
Using this technique, the laboratory has developed new methods or clonal de- 
veloped of cardamom, teak, tamarind and banana. 


Electronics—Devices and Materials; Instrumentation 


A number of laboratories of CSIR are engaged in R&D related in this area--par- 
ticularly as regards instrumentation in their fields of specialisation. How- 
ever, the principal achievements are highlighted herein. 


At the request of the Railway Design & Standards Organization (RDSO), (Ministry 
of Railways), Lucknow, research and development work on the project for the 
development of single phase-to-three phase converter for replacing the rotary 
converter used on WAM 4 locomotive was first initiated at CEERI, as a sponsored 
research programme. 


The first prototype of the inverter was tested for satisfactory performance on 

a static locomotive in January 1977. Subsequently sevcrai tests were carried 
out by RDSO and CEERI, so that the equipment could be finally incorporated in 

the complete system of WAM 4 locomotives. Based on the suggestions of RDSO, 
engineering modifications were carried out from time to time on the first proto- 
type and as per recommendations of the Review Committee, a Model Al of the con- 
verter was fabricated and subjected to detailed trials on full load in the Ghazi- 
abad Electric Loco Shed In a parallel path, one of the WAM 4 Electric Locomo- 
tives (No 20462) was modified by the Indian Railways for incorporating the CEERI 
equipment. 


During the first week of January 1981, Locomotive No 20462 was fitted with the 

CEERI converter and after successful tests with full load, it was subjected to 

road runs from Ghaziabad Loco shed to Khurja junction at speeds varying from 15 
kmph to more than 115 kmph. The output voltage of the inverter was well within 
limits staying between 390 and 400 volts. 


A programme of collaboration was entered into by NPL with a firm in Delhi for 
production of solar grade silicon, with the objective that eventually it may be 
possible to make solar grade silicon in the country on a large scaie. The 
firm has started a production of trichlorosilane and this has been converted 
into polycrystalline silicon in NPL. 


An electronic Comber Counter for comber machine used in textile industries has 
been developed by the Central Scientific Instruments Organization, Chandigarh 
as a substitute for the present!v used mechanical system. The system developed 
incorporates digital circuits to counter and register the length of yarn in the 
comber machine. The device is useful in finding the efficiency of the combing 
process in textile industries. It has been tried by a textile machine making 
company at Coimbatore and the performance found satisfactory. 


Cyroprobe developed at the National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi which has 
been effectively used for treatment of cataract and retinal disorders, etc. has 
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also been tried for treatment of tumours. However, one of the major difficul- 
ties encountered is its low destruction capability. A number of basic studies 
were undertaken to substantially increase the refrigeration capacity of the NPL- 
developed machine, without sacrificing the tip temperature, and the new machine 
developed by the laboratory gives 6-8 times more cooling capacity at-80°C. 
Initial trials conducted in a hospital both on cancerous and noncancerous 
tumours are encouraging. 


A Minicardioscope, to enable instant diagnosis in cardiac emergencies, has been 
designed and developed by the Central Scientific Instruments Organisation, Chan- 
digarh. It takes the ECG within a few seconds of placing it on the patient's 
chest. The instrument provides a new diagnostic concept with a portable, cord- 
less, battery-operated electrocardioscope with integrated electrodes for direct 
application on the patient's thoracic region. It was put on extensive clinical 
trials at the Post Graduate Institute for Medical Education and Research (PGI), 
Chandigarh and its operation found satisfactory and useful. 


A Cardiotocograph a sophisticated ultrasonic instrument for displaying and re- 
cording foetal heart rate and labour activity, developed last year at CSIO, has 
successfully undergone extensive clinical trials at PGI, Chandigarh. 


DC Earth Resistivity Meter developed by the National Geophysical Research Insti- 
tute Hyderabad is being manufactured by a firm in Hyderabad. 


Technical know-how for production of Proton Procession Magnetometer and Shallow 
EM prospecting unit has been transferred by NGRI to a firm in Hyderabad under 
the agreement reached between the firm and the National Research Development 
Corporation of India. 


Chemicals, Chemical Engineering 


A number of laboratories have transferred to industry several processes for the 
production of chemicals used in wide-range industries. Also some of the labora- 
tories offer process design and scale-up consultancy and technical aid for the 
production of industrial and agro-chemicals fiucluding pesticides. 


A semi-commercial plant for the production of butenediol was commissioned by 
Hindustan Organic Chemicals Ltd. (HOC), Rasayani. This plant has a capacity 

of 150 tonnes per annum and is based on the work done in NCL in a joint devel- 
opment programme. The catalyst development and pilot plant studies were car- 
ried out in NCL. The process involves two major steps. The first step for the 
production of 2-butynediol from acetylene and formaldehyde is working satisfac- 
torily. Work on the second step of hydrogenation to produce butenediol will 
commence shortly. Subsequently, HOC proposes to install a plant of the capacity 
of 1500 tonnes per annum giving a product valued at Rs 7.5 crore annually. 


Monocrotophos, an important systemic insecticide of organophosphorus group with 
high activity against aphids, mites and worms has been developed by RRL(H). 
Designs have been worked out for NOCIL, Bombay and another firm in industries 
Pune, who will set up their commercial plants with a capacity of 600 tonnes per 
annum with a turnover of Rs 5 crore. 
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Process design for a broad-spectrum insecticide (diaziznon) effective against 
a large variety of orchard, vegetable and soil pests, flies and bus has been 
given by RRL(H) to a firm in Pune. The capacity of the commercial plant is 
expected to be 250 tonnes per annum with a turnover of Rs 2 crore. 


DDVP is an organophosphorus pesticide effective against household pests. Pro- 
cess know-how has been developed and demonstrated by NCL to firm in Pune. The 
commercial plant will have a capacity of 90 tonnes per annum with an annual 
turnover of Rs 2 crore. 


The National Organic Chemical Industries Ltd. (NOCIL), Bombay entered into a 

very comprehensive engineering consultancy agreement with RRL, Jorhat for set- 
ting up an integrated plant for the production (100 kg/batch) of chlorfenvinphos- 
an effective pesticide against soil insects, root flies, root and cut worms, col- 
arado beetle on rice and stem borers on maize, potato hoppers, leaf sugarcane and 
rice. The agreement included demonstration of the scaled up process know-how 

for generation of 300 kgs of technical chlorfenvinphos for consumer acceptability 
studies, preparation of basic design package for a commercial plant of 600 tpa 
and providing (optical) design engineering assistance during commercial produc- 
tion. An integrated semi-commercial plant of 100 kg/batch set up at RRL, Jorhat 
would provide data and basic designs for a commercial unit of 600 tpa capacity, 
NOCIL plans to set up the commercial plant in Maharashtra. 


A collaborative research project between M/s. Balmer Lawrie Company Ltd., Calcutta 
and CLRI for scaling up of processes developed already at laboratory scale for 

the production of a range of synthetic fatliquors has been initiated during this 
year. This project involves payment of Rs 6.25 lakh by Balmer Lawrie to CLRI. 


Glyoxal is a highly reactive dialdehyde used in the manufacture of textile auxi- 
liary resins and the drug inter-mediate methyl imidazole. The entire requirement 
of the chemical (about 2,000 tonnes/year) is being met by imports. Based on the 
process know-how and basic engineering package provided by RRL (H), two units 
have gone into production. The Laboratory scientists have helped in the success- 
ful commissioning of the plant. The product has gained acceptance from the 

major consumers of glyoxal. 


A method for the production of tallow-like fat from castor oil used for soap mak- 
ing up a single step process has been developed and released by RRL(H) to NRDC 
for commercial exploitation. This is expected to replace imported tallow for 
soap making. A patent on this process has been filed. 


Production plant trials for the manufac ure of 6-amino-penicillanic acid, a key 
intermediate in semi-synthetic penicillin production were carried out at Hindus- 
tan Antibiotics Ltd., Pune with the immobilized penicillin acylase system devel- 
oped at NCL in collaboration with the firm. The production scale runs confirmed 
the reuse potential and efficiency of the system established earlier in pilot 
plant trials. 





A firm in Bombay has commissioned a 400 TPA plant for the manufacture of endo- 
sulvan at their factory on Thana-Belapur Road, based on NCL know-how. Endosulfan 
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is a widely used broad spectrum insecticide on many vegetables and food crops. 
Assistance for commissioning of the plant was provided by NCL. The annual value 
of production of endosulfan from this plant would be around Rs 4 crore. 


A 100 TPA pilot plant for the manufacture of methwl cllorosilanes (based on NCL 
know-how) was installed and successfully operated by a Bombay firm at their site 
in collaboration with the laboratory. The designs of the reactor had been pre- 
pared by NCL and its performance has been highly satisfactory. NCL will now 
undertake work on the designs for the reactor of 1,000 TPA capacity. 


Process know-how package on tartaric acid from tamarind leaves along with the 
demonstration data was released by RRL (Jorhat) to a Bangalore firm. The entire 
demand of our country (over 500 tonnes/annum) is being imported. In the first 
phase the factory will produce 100 tonnes of tartaric acid per annun. 


A 660 tonne/hr. beta-naphthol plant (cost over Rs 1.3 crore) based on CFRI 
know-how of conversion of by product naphthalene of coke ovens has been put on 
stream in Bokaro. The plant has been set up under licence from NRDC which also 
supported the venture with financial assistance. 


Anti-corrosion packaging paper is used for the prevention of corrosion of all 
types of ferrous items and engineering stores, such as components of bicycles, 
sewing machines, typewriters, refrigerators, small arms etc. The value of the 
demand for this paper is estimated at about a crore of rupees per annum and is 
expected to increase in the years to come. The inhibitive chemicals are 
dissolved either in water or a solvent and the paper to be coated is treated 

with this solution by roller coating technique in such a way that the coated 
paper is also dried during travel. The coated paper is later wound in rolls. 
This process know-how was demonstrated by CECRI to the representative of a Bombay 
firm satisfactorily. 


Optimal conditions have been standardised on pilot plant scale by RRL(H) for 
the preparation of tristearin and stearic acid by simultaneous dehydration and 
hydrogenation of castor oil. A bench-scale process has been developed by 
CSMCRI to extract liquid wax from Jojoba seeds and obtain lubricating oil 
after their sulphurization. 


The process of RRL, Jammu for the manufacture of gibberellic acid by submerged 
culture was transferred to a Bombay firn. 


CSO: 4220/7637 
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INDIA 


RICHER PLANT NUTRIENT TESTS PROVE SUCCESSFUL 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, August 13--A plant growth nutrient capable of increasing 
agricultural production by 20 to 30 per cent will shortly be availa»le in the 
market for use on a commercial scale. 


Nicknamed the “magic potion," the nutrient could give a tremendous boost to the 
green revolution which has shown signs of flagging in recent years. 


Vigorous tests on wheat, paddy and maize crops in Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh 
and Andhra Pradesh in the past three years have proved the remarkable qualities 
of the nutrient called mixtalol. 


In Etah, wheat production in fields treated with mixtalol shot up by 2/7 per 
cent. In Andhra Pradesh, paddy yield increased by 27 to 50 per cent. 


All that the farmer has to do is to spray his crops, with tiny amounts of mix- 
tolol with water. A few drops will suffice in a bucket. The spraying should be 
so done that the crops drip with the mixtalol-treated water. 


According to scientists of Hindustan Lever research centre at Andheri, Bombay, 
who discovered it, mixtalol does not affect the nutritional quality of the crops. 
In fact, it improves the protein in the grains. 


The research centre has also done useful work in the chemistry of several minor 
oils--castor, linseed, sal, neem and karanja. Its most notable achievement has 
been the successful extraction of a substitute for cocoa butter, an expensive 
ingredient in high quality chocolate, from sal seed. 


S.° seed is found in abundance in Orissa, Assam and Madhya Pradesh. Until the 
sci. tists lay their hand on it, it was used mostly by tribals in small quanti- 
ties. 


The seed vields a green-coloured oil with a pungent smell. By removing the colour 


and treat 1g it with chemicals, it has been turned into creamy butter with the 
same qual.*'es as cocoa butter. 
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 24.—A gas-based fertilizer plant 
is likely to be located in Madhya Pradesh and in all pro- 
bability the project may go to National Fertilizers Limited. 


Although a final decision is 


yet to be taken, Mr B. S. 


Kakkar, managing director of NFL, is quite confident that 
his undertaking will get the project. Once the Centre clears 
it, NFL's plan is to construct the plant with “more Indian 


participation . 

A smal! methanol plant with a 
daily capacity of 59 tons is in the 
final stages of clearance, according 
to Mr nakkar. The Rs 7.50-crore 
plant would be located in Nangal 
where NFL has its complex. 


NFL's thrust is now on diversi- 
fication to industrial chemicals. TDe 
surplus ammonia and carbon 
dioxide at the Nangal plant {s pro- 
posed to be supplied to a Punjab 
Government enterprise which is 
coming up nearby. The company’s 
liquid fertilizer called Ankur has 
shown “excellent” results in trials 
The Ministry of Agriculture had 
been -equested to register Ankur 
under the Fertilizer Control Order 


Mir Kakkar felt that the offtake 
of fertilizers would come down, 
becayse of the recent price rise. 
Even in Punjab an Haryans. 
where the consumption was higher 
than other parts of the country, 
the rate of growth (of consump 
tion) was likely to drop from 20% 
to 14% or 15%. 


he NFL is to establish a net 
work of agro-service centres in the 
northern and western parts of the 
country. A beginning is to be made 
with six such centres—three in 


Punjab, two in Haryana and one in 
Jammu and Kashmir. A novel fea- 
ture of the service centres will be 
Subsidy for biogas and compost 
units. 


Reviewing the performance of 
NFL plants in Panipat, Nangal and 
Bhatinda from April to Jwy, Mr 
Kakkar sald that the capacity utill 
tation had averaged 68% against 
last year’s 41%. Nitrogen produc- 
tion alone was 350% against the 
country’s 176% for the period. 
Though the pover position was 
better this year. coal stocks are 
still iimited. The three plants had 
Stocks for just one or two days. 
The company would like to bave 
Stocks for at least 10 days. 


Referring to the financial position 
of NFL, Mr Kakkar said that 
though the rformance of the 
company during 1980-81 was saffec 
ted due to “extraneous” reasons, it 
earned « proat of Rs 97 lakhs dur. 
Ing the first quarter of the year 
against the target of Rg 107 lakhs 
“If the improvement in the avail- 
ability of coal and power continues, 
the company expects to close the 
year 1981-82 with a profit of about 
Rs 15 crores”, he said. 
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AUTUMN WHEAT PRODUCTION LESS THAN EXPECTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] A study on 1981 rabi wheat output market arrivals and procurement shows 
that production was lower than the ‘optimistic’ official assumption of 6 million 
shows because of adverse weather conditions, reports PTI. 


But it points out lower market arrivals need not necessarily be entirely due to 
lower production nor the price situation as both procurement and open market 
prices were higher in 1981 as compared tc 1980 rabi. 


The study, done by the Agricultural Economics Research Centre, Delhi University, 
in May last following the initial setback in official procurement operations, 
says lower market arrivals were more marked in Punjab which might be due to ex- 
port of wheat to other States by private traders before movement restrictions 
were imposed. 


While wheat started coming into markets in Haryana in the first week of April 
official agencies did not enter the market before 21 April while private traders 
were active even earlier the study says. 


Private traders bought wheat on behalf of dealers in wheat deficit States such 
as Bihar Maharashtra and Rajashan, they also bought wheat in anticipation of 
rise in price as they felt Government stock had dwindled. 


The study, carried out in selected markets in Punjab and Haryana also finds 
increased stock holding by farmers for future sale and for domestic consump- 
tion. In spite of lower production there was increase in stocks with farmers 

as compared to previous year. In the case of large producers, two possibili- 
ties for decline in current sales might be under-reporting of production and 
hoarding in anticipation of future rise in prices. Also, big producers from 
Haryana directly sold their produce to traders in Narela market (in Delhi terri- 
tory) which became “traders paradise" and where official agencies like the Food 
Corporation of India were not in the picture. 
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ASSOCIATION REPORTS ON TRENDS IN POWER INDUSTRY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, August 25--While the outlay on power increased from 7.6 per 
cent in the first plan to 19.8 per cent in the sixth plan, the achievements in 
physical terms fell far short of plan targets. 


The achievement in the first plan was 84.6 per cent and in the fifth plan, it 
came down to 66.4 per cent. 


The Association of Indian Engineering Industry (AIEI) has in a study of the 
power situation in India, covered the broad trends in installed capacity, 
generation, capacity utilisation, statewise and regionwise requirements, supply 
gap, consumption by industry, transmission and distribution losses and elec- 
tricity tariffs. 


The installed capacity and actual generation maintained an upward trend but the 
growth of this has been outstripped by the demand for electricity--thus leading 
to a substantial deficit of 15181 kwh in 1980-81. 


Shortages were chronic during the fourth plan and were severest in 1979-80. The 
drastic shortages had their impact on industrial production which suffered a 
major setback during the same year. The power deficit in 1980-81 is estimated 
at 12.6 per cent. 


The northern region showed the best growth in energy generation at 6.1 per cent, 
the western and southern regions improved marginally by 2.9 per cent, but the 
eastern region lagged behind suffering a negative growth of /.3 per cent. 


The all-India capacity utilisation stood at 42 per cent. Regionwise, the west- 
ern region observed 4/7 per cent followed by the southern region 43 per cent. 
The other regions were considerably below the all-India average. Statewise 
capacity utilisation presents a rather dismal picture except for Delhi (60 per 
cent), Rajasthan (52 per cent) and Kerala (58 per cent). The majority of the 
states observed a capacity utilisation below 40 per cent. 


The western region topped the list in the per capita consumption of power with 
184 Kwh followed by the southern region (134 kwh). Once again the other regions 
lagged sehind the all-India average of 130 kwh. The eastern region has experi- 
enced a continuous decline since 1977-78. Statewise, Delhi recorded the highest 
per capita consumption of electricity (381 kwh) followed by Chandigarh (322 kwh) 
and Punjab (314 kwh). Among the consumption was low at 114 kwh, even below the 
all-India average. 
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FOUR STATES NEGOTIATE WATER-SHARING AGREEMENT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 81 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The chief ministers of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat 
signed a “Memorandum of Understanding" around midnight of 
Tuesday Wednesday on the sharing of Narmada waters in 
terms of the Narmada Tribunal Award of December 1979. 


The chief Ministers of Maharashtra and Rajasthan--minor beneficiaries of the 
award--testified as witnesses in the presence of Union Agriculture and Irriga- 
tion Minister Rao Birendra Singh. 


The accord was earlier discussed among Rao Birendra Singh and the four Chief 
Ministers--Mr Arjun Singh (MP), Mr Madhavsinh Solanki (Gujarat), Mr A. R. Antu- 
lay (Maharashtra) and Mr S. C. Mathur (Rajasthan) for about five hours. 


Mr Singh later said MP and Gujarat would implement the Tribunal award in full. 





Navagam Height 


Apart from declaring commitment to full implementation of the tribunal's award, 
the "memorandum of understanding" also contains a specific assurance from Guja- 
rat to Madhya Pradesh that the former would not build the "Sardar Sarovar" at 
Navagam in Broach district above the height stipulated in the award (full reser- 
voir level at 455 ft with a maximum water level of 460 ft). 


This obviously was deemed necessary because the height of the Navagam had been 
one of the main bones of contention between these States all these years. 


The States have also agreed to explore the possibilities of mitigating to the 
maximum the losses of people displaced by the construction of the dam. 


The implementation of the "memorandum of understanding” would be without preju- 
dice to the rights and claims of the States of Maharashtra and Rajasthan, Rao 
Birendra Singh told newsmen. 


Mr Rao said a long period of “uncertainty, mistrust and suspense" had ended 
with the signing of the accord. "I hope other States will take the cue and 
follow suit," he added. 
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Central Powers 


The Minister said that utilisation of river weters was absolutely essential 
for speedy progress of the country. The Union Government was, therefore, 

thinking of bringing legislation in Parliament for acquiring some powers for the 
settlement of inter-State water disputes. 


"Nearly nine-tenths of the country's 1440 million acre feet of water just goes 
down to the seas without any benefit to the people. So far, we have been able 
to create only a capacity to 130 MAF in our reservoirs. We can hope to add to 
it only up to 70 MAF by the year 2000. He would therefore congratulate the 
Chief Ministers of the four States for having taken the lead in such a vital 
matter,” he said. 


Later, Mr Arjun Singh said Mr Solanki had not only shown statesmanship, but 
magnanimity in reaching the accord. 


Mr Solanki said the Narmada project is going to be a great national asset be- 
cause of the agreement. 


Mr Antulay and Mr S. C.Mathur also praised the spirit with which the agreement 
had been reached. 


Background 


The Narmada tribunal was appointed in 1969 under the Inter-State Water Disputes 
Act, 1956, on the complaint by Gujarat following a tangle created by the recom- 
mendation of a committee set up in 1964 by the Centre. 


The committee, headed by the then Orissa Governor Dr A. N. Khosla, had, in its 
report submitted in September 1965, suggested that the Navagam dam should be 
500 feet high. It assessed the flow of Narmada at 30.40 maf and recommended 
its apportioning as follows: Madhya Pradesh 15.6 maf, Gujarat 10.65 maf, 
Rajasthan 0.25 maf and Maharashtra 0.10 maf. The Khosla committee set apart 
3.9 maf for power generation. 


While Rajasthan and Gujarat had accepted the recommendation, MP and Maharashtra 
did not. This resulted in an impasse. 


The tribunal, after on-the-spot inspections and hearing the States, presented 
its first award in August 1978. According to this, the Narmada flow was as- 


sessed at 28 maf which was distributed as: MP 18.5 maf, Gujarat nine maf, 
Meharashtra 0.25 maf and Rajasthan 0.5 maf. 
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NO AGREEMENT 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in 


HE two-day India-Banzladesh 
offictallevel taiks Oo» Inland 
water transport and transit, which 
conciuded in Dacca last Saturday. 
faled to yield a new long-term 
protocol agreement between the 
two countries. The main resson 
for this failure is the proposed 
increase in rates by the Bang.a- 
desb inland water transport 
wuthoriti for provicing services 
to Indian transit vessels using 
Bancladesh riverine routes to ¢9 
to the northeastern Indian States 
Official. sources seid in Caicutta on 
Tuesday 


The other reason. according to 
these sources, for the protocol 
not being signed was that Bangla 
desh despite verbally azreeing 
to provide a new transshipment 
point for Indian vessels in Sy! et, 
did not want to include this inno 
cuous clause in a written agree 
ment because of possible adverse 
political reaction from anti.India 
cements in tbat country 


With th Presidential election 
approaching and the antitndla 
mood stil) running bigh among 


some polliical parties. the present 
interim Government does not 
want to enter into any jong term 
agreement which might embarrass 
tbe ruling political leadership 


Official sources sald that Bang 
ladesh had roached the proposal 
for a subdstantis! increase in to! 
charres and rates for orovidire 
eervices like pilotage and conser 
vancy including river training 
ard marking of navigation chat 
mels Bangladesh's contention at 
the taike was that its inland water 
authorities «were maintaining 300 
route miles of waterway: exclu 
sively for the CIWTC vessels and 
what the Indian vessels were Day 
ing by way of various charees 
met only one-eighth of the cost 


ON “ATER TRANSPORT WITH DACCA 


English 26 Aug 81 p 3 


wncurred for the upkeep of the 
waterway 

The Indian delegation main 
tained that bigher differential 
rates for Indian vessels and 
cargo could not be charged as 
this was not the practice aty- 
where in the world. There were 
mo differentia] port charges for 
vesse's Gying different fazs. Bang- 
ladeshi vessels plied aimos? on 
all the routes used by Indian 
vessels and there was no exclu- 
sive Indian waterway in Bangla 
desh. The Indian side asked for 
the cost of input for maintenance 
of the waterways. But Bangladesh 
officials maintained that it was 
their Government's prerogative to 
increase the charges unilaterally 
The Indian side found the Bangla- 
Geshi stand unacceptable and said 
that it could not agree to a unl 
lateral revision of charses with- 
out consultating Delhi 


India pays about Rs 150 lakhs 
annually as charges to Bangledest 
‘or movement of its vesse's 
through the latter’s territory 
About 350.000 tons of cargo are 
carried both ways by the verses 
of the corporation through Bang 
ladesh territory 


The only encouraging outcome 
of the Dacca talks wat that both 
countrica verbally agrted to pre 
vide each other additional points 
for transhipment or iifting of 
cargo. Bangladesh has agreed to 
provide Chhatak in northern S$v'- 
het as a transhipment point for 
goods bound for the north eactern 
Indian States. This BEangladeshi 
town on Surma river is close to 
the Meghaiaya border. It has «a 
big cement factory whove iime. 
ctome requirements are met a)- 
most entirely Dy supplies from 
the quarries in Meghalaya. The 
town 3=6fhas) 68 6 6g00d surface com 
munication with India 
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With the Keshlara river fast 
eltine up and making (tbe 
CIWTC’s service tO Kar .." 
Cachar inoperative for the better 
part of the year the granting of 
Chhatak a8 a iranshipment point 
wi) ensure the Gow of goods to 
the north-eastern States 
out the vear along the less exper 
sive Bangladesh river routes. At 
presemt curing the ‘ean summer 
and winter morths shen the 
Kushiara becomes uncavicable for 
the CIWTC vessel's. goods bourd 
for Karimgarj have to be trans 
ported by expensive and circu 
tous road routes v hich cost 
Rs 1400 4 ton. The CIWTC vwerrels 
carry about 1200) tons of cargo 
to and from Karimganj every 
year 

India has agreed to Bang'a 
desh’s request to open a4 steamer 


Larough- 


service from Fatsheshi town to 
Dhulian in Murshidabaed district 
for iifting of boulders Private 
Bangadeshi vessels wil! requar 


ly call at Dhullan to litt bow 4ere 
which will be used for d@rod pro 
tection work in Bangladesh 

India’s request for Deudksand! 
in Comilla for an additional trar 
shipment point for Indian good: 
bound for Tripura was rejected 
by Bang adesh Another reques: 
for the use of Dhaleshwari rivet 
by vessels bound for Dhubri was 
also turned down The CIwT: 
vesse's which now take the 
Padma and the Yarmune route for 
going to Dbhubri find the «trong 
current in these rivers during 
monsoon months difficult to nego 
uate 


The present inland water ‘race 
port and transit protocol whic 
expires on August 31. wil) be ghe 
an ad hoc extension bw both the 
Governments whose representa 
tives ¥ ill meet in Delhi in Nowem- 
ber to discuss a longterm prote 
col agreement 
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OIL MINISTER DESCRIBES RESPONSE FROM FOREIGN FIRMS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] Petroleum Minister P. C. Sethi ruled out in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday 
transfer of any of the onshore or offshore blocks reserved for Oil India and 
Oil and Natural Gas Commission to the foreign companies for exploration, re- 
ports UNI. 


The foreign companies would have to pick among the 32 blocks earmarked for then. 
The Oil India and ONGC were not in a position to work in these blocks because of 
paucity of funds. That was why the Government had invited foreign companies. 


Therefore,"We do not intend to transfer any of the areas to the foreign conm- 
panies” Mr Sethi clarified. 


The Minister told Mr Ram Vilas Paswan that negotiations with the foreign com- 
panies which had made offer in respect of certain blocks were in the “finishing 
stage.” It would not be in the public interest to disclose further details at 
this stage, he said. 


Mr Sethi told Dr Subramaniam Swamy that the negotiations were conducted directly 
with the foreign companies and no commission agent was involved. 


Asked whether it was true that response from foreign firms to the Covernment's 
invitation had been poor, Mr Sethi said out of the 35 shortlisted companies 23 
companies showed interest and took away documents. However, the number of com- 
panies which had given the final bids was much less. 


Mr Sethi disclosed that the Government of Mexico was also interested in taking 
up exploration work in one of the 32 blocks in Saurashtra. They were prepared 
to spend some money on initial survey. Negotiations were on in this connection. 


Referring to sick wells, Mr Sethi said about 120 of 400 such wells were proposed 
to be repaired immediately with Soviet assistance. Details of the agreement were 
under negotiation. A Canadian firm would also help in restoration of the wells. 


Mr Jagannath Rao asked whether the foreign companies were insisting on product 
sharing in the areas to be explored. Mr Sethi said the committee which had 
held the first round of talks with the foreign companies came to the conclusion 
that oil sharing would be demanded by all the companies. The percentage might 
vary but all of them would demand it. The Government would try to ensure that 
even if oil sharing was agreed to, it would not be in the form of oil. They may 
be allowed to take money leaving the oil in the country. 
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DEHRA DUN, Aug 23 (PTD 


N acditional investment of more taza Rs 1,400 crore is 
being provided in the sixth Plan to cover the accele 
rated programme of exploration and production of crude 


oil and natural gas from Bombay High 


structures. 

Ciscios.ng here at a func- 
tion marking the silver jubilee 
of the Oil and Natura! Gas Com- 


” thie 


vee ee 


mission (ONGC), Minister of 
Petroleum P C Sethi said that 
unde the accelerated pro- 
gramme crude production from 


Bombay huh was to be stepped 
up to 19.12 milion tomes im 
the met three years as against 
the present production of eight 
million tonnes per annum. 

With the additional investment 
the total Plan outlay for the 
ONGC is expected to be avout 
Rs 4.788 crores—one of the mas- 
in recent years 


sive invesiments 

im oi] exploration programme. 
Stating thar finance would be 

“no longer a problem” in hastem 


ing the exploration programme, 
Mr Sethi said possibilities of in 
creasing the production of crude 


oil and gas existed in severa 

other areas also and “these too 

are being pursued by us”. 
“Every opportunity ior in 


production of crude 


creasing the 
to be and will be 


ana gas has 


pursued with utmost speed. In 
exploration too. we must hasten 
the pace. No prospect can be 
ignored”. he saic 

Counselling the ONGC that 
the very best equipment must be 
obtaired quickly :n the vigorous 
search for oil, Me Sethi said: “J 
cannot today say we can be fully 
self-sufficient in oi] and gas. But 
the prospect of achieving us 
cannot be dismissed”. 

Mr Sethi paid clowing tributes 
to the vision and foresight of 
Jawaharlal Nehru ard K D Mala 
viva for the founding of the 





and its satellite 


ONGC and said it was a measure 
of seif-confidence not only in 
hydrocarbons tut also in techno- 
logy and systems. He was glad 
that the ONGC had decided to 
set up a research institute or off- 
shore technology in the contex’ 
of rapid development of crude 
il production in offshore areas 
and discovery of highly prospec- 
tive structures 

Several employees of the 
ONGC were felicitated at yester 
day's function held at the spraw- 


ling institute of petroleum ex 
ploration of the ONGC. 
Mr P T Verugopal. chairman 


of the ONGC, sooke of the ONGC 
instituting a chair in the Indian 


modelling ard said: “ONGC has 
the strength to accompiish future 
programmes, aithough these are 
ambi‘ious” 

Speakers included Mr Lovraj 
Kumar. Petroleum Secretary, C9! 
S P Wahi chairman-designate 
of the ONGC Mr Jha member 
(materia s) of ONGC, and two 
former chairmen said it was 
now poised for taking up new 
cha'lenges in making Irdia sclf 
sufficient in oil and = self-reliant 
in technology 


Mr Nec! ‘made‘a méntion of! 
the pessibilities of oil along the 
sub Himalavan range and Gan- 


getic plain s‘'retching from Pun 
jab to West Bengal 


Mr Sethi said offshore produc. 
tion had now surpassed produc. 
tion from onshore areas. There 
was lot of scope for the ONGC 
to tind deposits of oil. 
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ONGC CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE CUSTOMS CHARGES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Aug 81 p 23 
[Article by S. T. Almeida] 


[Text] Bombay, August 26. A proposal mooted by the Union finance ministry to 
impose customs duty on equipment required for the ONGC's offshore installations 
by extending customs jurisdiction is causing concern in the commission's staff. 


While the government stands to gain from the levy by way of revenue, the inevit- 
able paperwork would involve delays in the release of the equipment. 


"It will be impossible for us to work peacefully," an ONGC source said, adding 
that even now it took six months for equipment to reach the installations from 
the time its requirement was notified to the finance ministry. 


The ONGC's plea for a blanket exemption of the levy on offshore equipment has 
been rejected. The finance ministry has also not viewed favourably two other 
proposals: (a) imposition of the levy at a flat rate on a yearly basis and (b) 
exemption from the submission of a DGTD (directorate general of technical devel- 
opment) certificate and another certificate to prove that the value of goods 
imported conforms to the price certificate. 


The DGTD certificate is given at the time the equipment is sought to be imported. 
But, in practice, the manufacturers often made useful modifications in the equip- 
ment at no extra charge. Correspondence with the DGTD regarding these modifica- 
tions would be time-consuming. 


For the purpose of the levy, the customs staff, it is feared, will hold up the 
equipment since such modifications will not figure in the DGTD certificate. 
They would like to be sure that the modifications do not alter the actual value 
of the product in the market. The ONGC officials will then have to spend a lot 
of time explaining technical and related aspects to customs men. 


The ONGC source said the quick clearance facility granted to the defence forces 
and the atomic energy commission should also be extended to the ONGC as it was 
engaged in sophisticated operations crucial to the country's economy. It would 
be inadvisable to subject sophisticated equipment to the scrutiny of officials 
who knew little about such equipment and whose concern for formalities would 
prove detrimental to the ONGC's interests. 
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The imposition of the levy at a flat rate on a yearly basis against the sub- 
mission of purchase documents would prevent procedural delays and also ensure 
revenue to the finance ministry. 


On the basis of equipment imported last year, a sum of Rs 30 crores would have 
been collected as customs duty if it were leviable. 


The Central Board of Revenue is keen on the imposition to shore up its reve- 
nues, an attitude on ONGC official characterised as “removing money from one 


pocket of the government and putting it into the other.” 


The petroleum ministry had opposed the proposal to charge the levy because of 
the inevitable delays, but the board's views prevailed, it is learnt. 


The finance ministry has, however, made a concession by exempting certain items. 
The ONGC has been asked to specify which items should be exempted. 
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ONGC OFFICIALS TELL PLANS FOR NAGALAND, ASSAM 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] Gauhati, Aug 26--The 25th anniversary of the ONGC in the eastern region 
marks a major achievement in putting Nagaland on the oil map for on-shore pro- 
duction. ONGC officials consider the Champang structure potentially rich with 
two wells currently in production. 


The one within Nagaland is produci:g about 100 tons a day and the other nearby 
but in Assam about 50 tons. Cert-in political problems had cropped up, but 
were sorted out through discussions with the Nagaland Government in Kohima last 
May. 


The chairman-designate of the ONGC, Mr Wahi, said that the current production 

of 1.7 million tons a year from the Assam fields would touch 4.1 million tong by 
1985-86. This "real big push" envisages dynamic changes with a strategy for 
speed and efficiency and reorganization at various levels, including personnel. 
The funds for “optimization” were no problem, he stressed. 


The ONGC officials at Nazira hope to increase the production to two million tons 
during this financial year. Production of four million tons in the latter half 
of the eighties could call for alternative arrangements to augment the flow in 
the pipeline from Duliajan to Barauni. ONGC officials prefer to cross their 
bridges when they come to them. The impression one gathered was that the 
pipeline could be "looped" over a larger segment to increase the output. 


ONGC'’s record of expansion in the eastern region is impressive. Beginning with 

a oil-producing well in 1960 in the Rudrasagar structure, they have to date taken 
up 31 structures for drilling. The structures include Desangmukh, Rudrasag, 
Geleki, Borholla, Chargola and Baghmara and Gopinath Killa in Meghalaya. Four- 
teen rigs are being used for exploratory and development drilling. Sophisticated 
equipment including special drilling rigs are to be imported, although BHEL is 

in the picture with one of their rigs under commissioning in Andhra and another 
en route to Assam. 
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ONGC 


us ; . “Ir 
Madras THE 


TACKLES PROBLEM OF 





the steps hs Ministry was taxing to activate 
the sick and die ov production wells of 
the On and Natural Gas Commission in 
Gujarat he was not referring to a + new 
problem whch is confronting ONGC 


ONGC has had to crappie w + ths 
probiem for quite a few years A committee 
headed by K OD Malavya had drawn 
attention to the loss of 1 production resulting 
from the presence of such sick wells and 
had recommended corrective action & ap 
pears that the steps now being taxen Dy 
the Government are a belated response 
to a bed stuation whch has exsted for 
some time 


t may be mentoned that Malavya who 
had neaded the commvftee and sudmte, 
the report some time in 1973 pecare 
the Miruster for Petroleum and Chemicals 
The commttee had made a number of 
major recommendations for the reorgensa 
ton of ONGC Very little was done ether 
by fen or hws successors to mpliemert 
them 


ater 


Curnuiative toss 


t GS estenated that the of lost from 
the lack of poroduction from these sck 
wei's TwQOMt range anywhere hetween haf 
amihon and one million tonnes @ year 
The creeping &caness "ad been ‘rst reported 
wey back m 1973 and even ¢ the ioss 
ot of could be assumed at the lower figur: 


of half a methon tonnes a year the Ccumwietve 


RESTORING 


HINDU in English 26 Aug 


icle by C. V. Gopalakrishnan: "Rejuvenation of Oil Wells’ 
[Text] With Canadian and Soviet assistance, ONGC is 
trying to activate the sick and idle oil wells in Gujarat 
wrose production loss is estimated at about one million 
tumnes a year. 
* 
HEN Mr P C Seth: Union ioss would have amounted to about 35 
Munster for Petroieum millon tonnes At current prices «Ss valve 
Chemicals and Fertizers in would be nearly As 700 crores 
formed the Lok Sabha last weex about Mr Sethi toid the Lox Sacha least 


week that the tota! number of unprocuc: ve 
wells Gujarat as on July was 262 
He had given another set of fqures 7 
March last when he sad that ONGC ad 
ented 235 sick wells whch could oe 
brought back to production Out of these 
1SO wells were in Gujarat and 85 in Assam 
The sickness had been spreadng over 
the years 


As many as 129 wells had gone sick 
before 1979 while during 1979 and 1980 
the additions were 46 and SO Mr Seth 
came out with sill Mgher figures for sick 
wells Guring question hour «fn the Lok Sabna 
on August 25 He said that the tota! numbe- 


of sick we'ls was 469 out of which 143 
were m Assam 325 m Guwerat and ore 
in Arunachal Prades m addciton to the 
above. Assam Ov! Company had shut Gowr 
263 non-producing wells in O gdor t aids 
and O "ma “ave rested . <4 poor 


oroduc no we Ig te 
reper 129 sick we'ls 
ONGC had been try'nc to nurse these 
Scan we is Hack 16 ’ 
strengthening ts 'eams servoing "he we 


was now proposed [to 


eo »** nr re 


980 beer C"aSing Spec aus 
ment and tools [or produc" on ar mwa 
—_ fore-gn reese Nclud ng ome 
exsoerGe ano techn sad 6b ™ 
fore.gr contractors Trees efor. 410 — 
seem ‘to “eve beer ery . pec and 
ONGC nas had see “4 a5 
nacomorenens ve measure 


TATVY 4 
%i “ 
~+ ar mee 











Trere was response tO [S enquires 
for such ass:stance from ony Caneca and 
the Sowet Union but not from Rumana 


and Hungary whch hac also been sounded 
& contract has beer signed with Nowsco 
of Carada for the actwaton of the sick 
wells on north Gusrat The contract with 
Technoexport of tre Sowet Union now 
beng fnaiksed provides for the repar of 
sck wells mm south Gusrat and later tre 


contract will probably cover tre sick wells 
in Assam as well 


The Canadian firm Nowsco will sunply 
equonmernt. spares and materas worth Rs 
6 crores DeswWes orocess.9 ‘or job and 
design for 10 wells free of charge of thew 
estabishment im Canada They will cepute 
tree experts for one year and train '6 
ONGC employees in Canada for four months 


The estmated expend ture ‘or the reoar 
of the sick wells 1 south Guiarat under 
the contract with Technoexport of the Sovet 
Union s about Bs 3 crores which will 
be met from Soviet credits 


The proposed contract with Technoex 
port prowdes for tne ceoutaton of WM 
Sowet experts to india for two years for 
puting the Sick wes Dace [0 production 


Ageing factor 

Agerng % 8 Ta0cr contributory factor 

for o| production wells getting sick When 
an exploratory well s drilled and ister 
becomes 8 production well a*ter @ estab 
shed that & would ove oO in Commercal 
Quantities. the sides of the well are protected 
from the surrounding enwironment ngnt up 
to the depth of the o zone A steel casing 
6 then surk to the well and the o 
iS Du™MOeC to the Surface trough the steel 
tubing ; 
The: first sons of the wells havwirg 
aged that extcaneous matter hxe water 
gas Of Sand begins to seep through when 
the surrounding cementaton develoos 
cracks The o- flow may even be compietely 
chonec «§f the sand partces accurulate 
and harcen and biock the entry of the 


Ou 


The repar operations mn such cases 
consist =m re-cementng and sealing off 
the cracks Mowever @ Gropp m the o 
flows Or @$ total choming May not be 
ove to the soreacng Of cracks m "“e 
cementation and the hardenng of sand 
particies 


They May resut from other obstructions 
to he Ow Of Gil from tne rocks ON account 
of subterranean envwronmental changes in 
Suc” Cases the )0b fac ng the oF! technolog ss 
$ 0 cean the entry cots by specwl 
tec»mques for fractusng the ov-bearing 
rocks to Create more conduits for the flow 





of oF The techniques avalacle for ts 
reuvenaton operanon are known as 
ac-aisaton and hycro-fracturing 

Ths S @ Major Operation and highly 
sophisticated equipment s required to Carry 
t through successfully Soth hydrofracturing 
and acdsaton call for the erecton of 
trawier-mounted Mgh-oressure pumps at 
the surface for the pumping of the iqud 
tractuning elements ™ xed with water and 
chemical adcitiwes 


A great deal of detailed engreenng 
has to be gone throug’ before ths operation 
can be undertaken The ONGC s institute 
of Reservor Stuces 1 Anmmedated and 
the institute of Petroeum Exporation n 
Denra Dun rave Geveloped the capeb'ites 
‘or such engineering 

in fact the repar and reuvenation opera 
tons whch the Sowet and the Canacan 
expers will be carrying out for ONGC 
under the contracts signed with them w 
very much depend upon the engineering 
Studies being done by ‘RS and IPE 


Borehole TV camera 


A problem woch had *andcacoed 
Crilng technoliog:sts ear'.er was the poss 
Oity of carrying Out a visual check of 
the conditions of the exploratory Oo procuc 
ton wells gorng Geen to the bowe's of 
the earth Fears that the cementation or 
the steel tubing mgmt Mave cracned or 
become weak could be confirmed only 
by the navect ewdence coming from tre 
croo 46U06©™mparnert «€or «UT edh(6fo'Ss)§6« =6SHOCK 
of the fiow of of to the surface But ts 
NanGcan 6 NOw Deng overcore 


© 


rey porenc e te\ev eon carrera asc ror 
Geveiopec anc 4 6S SuT™ TO OO OV we 


to photogranr the conccions of fe 
cementaton as well as tre st ‘Ding 
ard display them on @ screen i the conic 

room 
Tas borehole TY camera s ces 
produced by Schurmmberger of tre Un ted 
States tt s also used to onotograor ‘re 
state of fissures = the o-Dearng rocks 
DING StS to widen 


to erable tre or "9 tecnn 
them by tre use Of speca Ge0 ‘ec ques 
f ths 6 Considered necessary 


The TV camera also orves clear orctures 
of the angie of repose of ‘he ‘ocKs 


ano a ne'ios the tec’roocss | i a 
hOw Much co “Ovc de procuced ‘om 
tre well and whether tre iow coud be 


stepped up 


Appropriate technology 


The chowce of Nowsco of Caneda 


for the services ONC Nees - ecaw 
anc re@vuve ate ts Sock and dle we'ls G 








regarded as particularly appropriate in the 
West Asian oi producing countnes. the 
rate of oO: production runs to a few thousand 
Darreilg 2 Cay and the techniques they 
seex tO activate ther sick wells are ‘far 
more specieised as they are aimed at 
stepping up the rate of production by a 
much Digger amount ; 


But in Canada the rate of oi! droduction 
S about the same as = Me onshore wells 
n india not exceeding 700 to 1000 barreis 
a day Canada has therefore deveioned 
technology for stepping up the flow of 
Oo! by adout S19 100 barrels a Gay 


Both the US and Canada now attach 
great portance to the recovery of n- 
crementa! o in wew of the hgh savings 
t can mean Ths a technology which 
S aporopriate to indw 35 { 6 1m he same 
category As for the assistance from 
Technoexport of the Soviet Union. @ will 
be cormwng as part, of the 10-year plan 
for the intensfication of exploration and 
procuction now 


ONGC ss hoping that the reparing 
and reyvenaton of the sick and die wells 
should yeild an mcremertal o of about 
one millon tonnes a year # not more 
Al current mternational prices thiswovid 
mean a reduction in the mport bill by 
about Rs 220 crores. 
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NEW DELHI, Augusf 1° 
HE Union goverrment is under- 
stood to have decided to swap 
one to 1.5 milion tonnes of Bom- 
bay Hizh (8H) crude with West 
Asian crude in the next icn to 12 
mMovtns, it i authoritativel, 


The Indian Oi) Corporation 
Ne agency for of «n 
pttroleum products. has 
the poe'roleum muinis'ry to ms,‘e 
~ecrraconal tds [oe wranpme 
Bi! crud 

The need for herferng the 
crude had arsen because pumom? of 
his Righly waav crude to Mar'>urs 
pose a2 MOO 
the winter moni 
Mathura 
on witam © 


ror 


mv 


ref rer ‘ "hey * 
proSiem du’ 
Tye six-m! 
finer ‘ 
Og o'er 

Te government 
well-known liahan 
ee: a¢ consulianis for re 
problem f traneport ne 
crude » “Morthwra Ac. 
lewm experis. maw take 
year to overcome this problem 


FUFL OF SHORTFALL 


Parteriee of BH crude « pot 
lhely 10 pote prod em he 
ow sbipnur cruce = ery Much 
dGemond he world. over 

Sowroes here powt our (hat wap ne 
of the RM crude with the Wet 
Asian crude would also be benefic:! 
for the country. It would help ‘ao 
make wp the serious gap in the 
svailaity of lwees, fuel on and 
rumen 

The 


As 
mn-'o7mne 

slated ‘© g0 
koe eraoged ‘he 
Scam Pro 
‘vine ne 
me wary BH 
fo pero 


nears ne 


fren 


std.ns 


the 


any noe 


+ 


for 


antxipated fue oi 6shori's 
one milhor tonne. ivhes 
tonnes and bswumen 300.00) 


hs year is 
1.00 
tonnes 

The BH crude is excellent for ae 


4 Aug 81 
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HIGH CRUDE FOR MIDEAST OIL TOLD 


~ * -~* 4 
2 hith-se.ding weJle ‘ 
~ , or ' me hich «ares 
esci, Kerosene ind a ture 
ty elds heavier ends + 
SuGmen and fuel o ate lox 
4 h the ne 3 Mm.misi* 
hos nor e~eocrficd re \ A 
< e » Se ariere : { 
erode. pre.erence x » T% 
accoréed to e Arad i; 
ee ie epics - ater 
toe - the sarc - x < 
¢ for eettiag hey so 
lubes, fuel ol and bitumen. Besictee, 
“i o:ll pose no problem in traas- 
porting mu through the poplire to 
Mathura even during ibe winte 
monins 


While afrangemen's are being mace 


for swapping the BH crude. the ov 
erament has simultaneously tasen 
steps to create additiona! refin.na 
capacity in the country (© process 
the BH crude 

The produc on of 6 ‘rom Bor- 
bay and sedjoining areas 6 expec’ 
te go up to 19 millon tonnes t 


19#>84 from the existing level of $4 


Mmiinen tornes 

To match this imcrease in ore 
duction of oil from Bombay H eh 
ond its satellites, a package plan ' 
the expansion of various refineries 
is under implenentat.on Al theve 
expansion schemes ate «chedu.ed to 
be completed bw 1983-84 


The Bharet Petrolecm Corporation’ 


refinery at Bombay uw beng txrnmance 
So Drocess SA MHINON tonnes RH 
crude. Cochn retwery 45 mse 5 
tonnes, Madrac refinery 2.2 mill on 
tones, Viesg 4.5 mullion tonne 

NMiathoe? ffree millon tannet and 


Koja 15 to 2 milion ‘onnes 


ran 


aot 
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INDIA 


SETHI ANSWERS QUESTIONS ON PETROLEUM REVENUES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Aug 81 p 19 


[Excerpt] The revenue from the recent increase in the prices of petroleum pro- 
ducts is estimated at Rs 1,070 crores a year, exclusive of the sales tax. 


In a written answer, the petroleum minister, Mr P. C. Sethi, said the state 
governments would get an additional Rs 85 crores a year by way of sales tax 
due to the hike in petroleum product prices. 


Mr Sethi said there would be no outgo of foreign exchange because the recent 
price increase was due to a revision in the price of indigenous crude oil. 


Replying to another question, Mr Sethi said the total import bill for crude oil 
in the current financial year, was estimated at Rs 3,672 crores compared to 
Rs 3,302 crores in the previous year. 


He said the total quantity of crude to be imported in the current year was esti- 
mated at 15.6 million tonnes as against 16.25 million tonnes imported last year. 


The total indigenous production of crude this year was expected to be 15.90 mil- 
lion tonnes, nearly 5.4 million tonnes more than in the previous year. 


Answering another question, Mr Sethi said the oil companies had already started 
releasing 100,000 new gas connections a month since March. It was expected 
that 1.2 million new gas connections would be released by various oil companies 
during first quarter of 1981 and March, 1982. 


CSO: 4220/7630 
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INDIA 


ASSAM OIL PRODUCTION LOWERED BY AGITATION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] Nazira, Assam, Aug 26 (UNI)--India suffered a loss of 3.44 million 
tonnes of crude oil in 1980 because of the disturbed situation in the North 
Eastern region, especially in Assam, reports UNI. 


Statistics released by the Oil and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) here revealed 
that the production of oil which had slowly risen to 12.84 million tonnes in 
1979, dwindled to 9.4 million tonnes, the next year owing to problems related 
to the aliens’ issue. 


The current level of ONGC's crude oil production in the Eastern region which 
is 1.70 million tonnes is planned to be stepped up to about 4.10 million tonnes 
annually by 1985-86. 


ONGC Chairman-designate Col S. P. Wahi who attended the Commission's silver 
jubilee celebrations at Nazira Oil Fields told newsmen that the production in 
the Eastern region was further planned to be stepped up to 4.86 to 5 million 
tonnes annually by the end of 1990-91. 


: 


By the end of the current year, production is expected to reach 2 million tonnes. 


Col Wahi, who is at present ONGC's officer-on-Special duty (OSD) said that the 
production was envisaged to be stepped up by means of drilling 1/5 exploratory 
and 465 development wells during the next decade in the Assam-Arakan Basin, 
Nazira depression, Dhansiri valley in Assam and in the Nagaland foothill belt 
close to Desang thrust and in the northern bank areas of the Brahmaputra. 


The number of rigs in operation in the region was planned to be increased to 19 
by 1984-85 against 14 operating at present including in Cachar. 


The ONGC in the region is currently supplying gas to the Assam State Electricity 
Board for their Maibella project at Lakwa and Mibile sets at Geleki. A smal! 
portion of the associated gas from Lakwa, Geleki and Amguri fields was also be- 
ing supplied locally to serve Assam tea gardens. Till the end of July this 
year 40.81 million cubic metres of gas had been supplied to various consumers 
at a daily average of 0.12 million cubic metres. 


CSO: 4220/7645 











INDIA 


STEEL MINISTER SAYS ERA OF SHORTAGES OVER 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, August 24. The era of steel shortages is over and the coun- 
try has entered an era of plenty. This was stated today by the Union ministry 
of steel and mines, Mr Pranab Mukherjee. 


Inaugurating the annual general meeting of the Steel Re-rolling Mills Associa- 
tion, Mr Mukherjee said the production of steel in the first quarter of the cur- 
rent financial year had gone up by 25 per cent. Between April and July, the 
steel mills produced 1.625 million tonnes against 1.295 million tonnes during 
the corresponding period last year. 


Judging from the trend of production, the minister hoped that steel production 
during the current year would be substantially higher. 


Regarding the planning of raw material supplies for the re-rolling industry, 

Mr Mukherjee said in view of the substantial increase in the indigenous produc- 
tion of billets and rerollables, as also the facility for imports under the open 
general licence, it was not necessary to continue this system. 


However, so far as the long-range programme was concerned, the needs of the re- 
rolling industry were being borne in mind while planning the product mix of new 
steel plants. He said the Visakhapatnam steel plant would produce 1.64 lakh 
tonnes of billets per annum. 


Referring to the revision of import duties on billets, bars and rods, the minis- 
ter said protection from excessive imports had been afforded to the rerolling 


industry as had been done to mini-steel »lants and billet producers. 


He rejected a plea for subjecting billets, pencil ingot, bars and rods to the 
joint planning committee pricing from which they had been taken out. 


CSO: 4220/7630 
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REPORTER VISITS DEMONSTRATION SPONGE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Aug 8 
Article S. Parthasarat "Sponge 
[Text] 


NE «strategy to step up production 
capacity for different grades of stee! 
'S manufacture from scrap using electric 
arc furnaces. According to the Internationa! 
ron and Stee! insttute Brussels nearly 
127 million tonnes. constituting 20 per cent 
of the worlds stee! production. come from 
these furnaces 
There are quite @ few minstee! plarts 
in inde using scrap "here are major con. 
Svrawts on see! production through the 
EAF route These include the Cravens of 
good quality melting scrap and insutcert 
and unstable supply of electric Dower 


Sponge iron production at Palaoncha 
(near Kothagudem in Andhra Pradesh) using 
non-coking cos! as the recucing agent 
holds out the promuse of ncreased reliance - 
on the direct reduction electric arc furnace 
method 


Among the three sponge on plants 
based on sold reductant beng set vo 
m Oresa. Bihar and Andhra Pradesh the 
last one has been m production for some 
time 


The aponge ron route of steel making 
s of wterest to inde because there are 
arge deposits of won ore and noncoking 
Coal The Andry A Py ades” soonge ron 
piunt. constructed by Sponge iron inde 
Lid SND @ jot undertaking of the Union 
and State Goverrr ers « e Gemonstr ation 
project tO Study the reducibility cheract 
erstics of the ores on @ sem-conmmercal 
cae 6 SUDDIYING SpONDe ON to @ 
few Mmunistee! UNS iNCluding the continuous 
casing stee’ plant owned and operated 
by the Tarmi Nadu Government at Arkonam 


Engrneers at Palaoncha expianed to 


™s correspordert Gung ~@ recent et 
that inde has to Cepend on non-cox ng 
coal tO produce sponge ron unlike for 


oT aw 
* aofts® A 
“. . - 
te CoO otees m sariai 
, 
erampie NCoress wr” 6 experment "3 


with @ gaseous reductant india does ot 
have large resources of natural gas Already 
Nn sem-commercial production tne SIIL plant 
$ expected to Se the forerunner of regular 
commercial plants 


The SIL plant has facilites to orepare 
and process raw materials and nas adequate 
nstrumentation wir 3ea wit 
@ wide rance of feed stock Since several 
countries are look 1g for solutions to 
scarcity of coking coal UNDO 
assisted Sil. proposes to develop «¢ as 
8 regione! centre for Girect reduction studies 


Although the industrial technology of 
sponge On was Only recently Ceveiooed 


Arye r wr 
~f "Ss 10 


‘> @ 


> oe 
wv - 


production of sponge ron s the oldest 
kNOwN Method of Obtawwng iron 
The first vunstee! plant to use ‘he 


Paioncita sponge ron was that at Arkoram 
According i enomeers there the sponce 
ron. supped to them « excellent feed 
material and supernor to indonesian sporoe 


ron At the moment. up to 20 per ce 

of the total feed material 6 sponge ron 
The proportion cannot be increased wth 
the present system of baich chergng of 


the ryurnace Some modi ications are to 
be Carried Out to witroduce continuous Charo 


™ %O Gouble Me vse ci sponge val 
a 6 “ely to rep m he nod cation 
programme 

The price ~ spor on 6 almost 
the same as the Gelvered orice Of Moored 
scrap — about As ‘S00 a tonne indigenous 


scrap costs more There 6 10 Contarmuns 

Nn sponge on anc « 6 8S Good 45 pec.gree 
scrap. the engneers pont out But energy 
CONMSUMONION § SiIGMtly "Ger anc e Sag 


vounre § More 


Tre Arkonar 
capacity of 50000 tonnes 


. ar? ne? 


with? an 


$ taxing 


. ac 


Seos 





marviacture There G6 8 proposes! to out 
up &@ sponge won plant nearby to serve 
as 8 captive unt Sil « ready to offer 
“nNOwnow 


How does the economics of producing 
Stee! — mtegrated stee’ pleats compere 
with that m electric arc furnaces? 


The capital cost for a modern stee! 
piert of nall a mullion tome capacity oroduc 
MQ steel by the arc furnace route using 
sponge on « pleced at less than As 
200 crores The facies will include spornce 
ron maong hermes! power plant anc steel 
pliant wih arc furnace and continuous Casting 
arrangements The capital cost per tonne 
of billet for EAP will work out to about 
Ps 3000 agaerst As 5000 o so =m the 
case Of 4 “ew “tegrated steel pliert ie 
at at V Gaxapainen 

The gestation period for an arc furnace 
pleat « sort ft ‘es Deen estabDiared Dy 
advocates of the sponge ron method mat 
the cost of production Uncluding profi 
on the equity mvesiment at 25 per cent 
post tan) 1 a hell milton tonne plant w 
not be more than Rs 2300 per billet tonne 
Tes compares favouradly with the cost 
of Fs 2650 per billet tonne for @ new 
megrated steel plant where a lower rate 
of profit on equity 6 assuned 


The man advantages of the EAF oro 
[e9S are lower nvestment shorter gestation 
lower production cost. flenbility on plant 

Canon greater Suitabiity for making specie 
graces of stee! and use of the abundart 
noncoking coe! reserves 
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there to mexe ra! weve! safe 

A high-power committee Neaded by 
the Paiwey Goerd edveer Ww B DO 
Pande hes sis beer asked to recom 
mend steps to Mwrwnse acc Cents 

The Meveter edewtted thet ack of 
crocer memtenence of track enores 
and rolling stock wes lar gety "esponsbe 
for the recurring erway acc Cents 
Stef sleck & had sso been brought 
to es once he sec wt wiweRy 
emoloyees concerned wee sack o 
ther work of mertarng track Stepe 
were under way fo Dring about dacplwe 


with Kedar Pande, 
e not given] 


‘ 
> 
c 
WAY 
ad 
2) 
4 


so rege cet oF he he wits 
process of computersation nas aiready 
been suvered © Oerert sectors 
Mr Panoe sad 
The Meveter sed “e «a2 examorg 
te recommen dseons of Me ‘atwey 
se’ety Comties and he would ergure 
that hese were moleTe™" ed SOON 
Mw Perce strOued fe wk of 
punctuality of vers - he Minw States 
tO th poor ew od ode stusion 
the rego Piferage of goods and 
boketiess travel were #60 “eTOert 
ts region 
Old stock Me sed of ihe tote! stock 
of 25.000 cosches 7000 hed become 
O80 and nchety These hac to be reoered 
o repleced Bul te could or be 
Gore overmgrt 
We reed re cosch reper 
worksoos and coach fector <s—ore 
coech fectory would sortly be set 
up "ee Allahaded 
Surwtierty, 500 of 2 total feet of 7 000 
Peen jocomotves had Deer «(lr ew 
beceuse they had become uff for 
servoe Stmam ergres were beng 
Qraduelly repieced by etectrc oF Orso! 
re 

Mnoete clamned corscerabe 


morovevert © goods rat ence "eo 
took Over © Novenoe ost yew As 
soul oO he he OOS Te feiwRy 
budot avout TS oe Tey DS wo 
tO about Ps 'SO Crores 

‘ af 314000 ned Deer 


M Pete «O © OYTO Drmrty 
to boosting fegrt eenrgs sac 
an of ite wew at oesserge ‘eres 
Should rot be ccressed The ramweys 
woud rcreese everwe Dy boosting 
goods ratic ech accors ‘o 65 
per cert of total reven se 

He clamen fur for te fret fre 
" te “atory of wr fewerye 6 
‘evolwmon © feo refc «as wide 


we 
biterege To ebrrnate pferace of 
goods te Ratway Protecton Force 


wes berg overeuwed a steps «ere 
berg akon 1 eraure bette cocrore 
hon beweer FPF at Stee ooice 
A meena 0 ratwey of cow's are’ Suste 
Government ‘eorese ‘at ves woud be 
held shorty | Gecuse steps © Ore 
shout beter coordmenon M Parnde 


san 
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BRIEFS 


ALLOY PROJECT COSTS--The Super Alloys Project of the public sector Mishra Dhatu 
Nigam Limited, Hyderabad, is likely to cost for times the original estimate, 
according to latest indications, reports PTI. The cost had to be drastically 
revised upwards within a short period, first from Rs 30.85 crores in August 
1973 to Rs 76.10 crores in October 1974, and then to Rs 89.85 crores in July 
1975. It is now likely to cost Rs 134 crores. According to the report of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), the project «ws taken up with- 
out preparing a detailed project report. Nor was the financiui viability of the 
project established. The project was intended for the manufacture of important 
special metals and super alloys required for aeronautics, electronics, rockets 
missiles and instrument industries. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

24 Aug 81 p 8] 


ASSISTANT NAVY CHIEF--Rear Admiral K. K. Nayyar has taken over as the Assistant 
Chief of Naval staff at Naval headquarters according to an official release on 
Sunday. He was earlier the commandant of the Eastern Naval fleet. A specialist 
in Naval communications, Admiral Nayyar has distinguished himself in many impor- 
tant and prestigious appointments. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

24 Aug 81 p 7] 


SINDHI PROBLEMS STUDIED--Bombay, August 25--The chairman of the minorities com- 
mission, Mr Justice M. H. Beg, has promised to look into the problems of lin- 
guistic minorities, including the Sindhi community. This assurance was given 

by Mr Justice Beg to Mr Nari H. Gursahani, president of the All-India Sindhi 
panchayats’ federation, when the latter called on him at Raj Bhavan here yester- 
day. Mr Gursahani had eariier presented a memorandum of demands to the chairman. 
Among the demands were the establishment of a Sindhi academy in Maharashtra, 
non-interference with the educational institutions run by the minority group, 
md adequate representation of the community in the state legislative council, 
zilla parishad and other state bodies. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 


» 7 


English 26 Aug 8] 
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HAR .BINET RESHUFFLE--Patna, Aug 25--Bihar Chief Minister Jagannat ishra 
t res iffled the portfolios among his 39-member Counci otf Ministers 

t g th porti ; the hief Minister allowed four rf the . 





They are: Science and Technology which has been given to Mr Sami Nadri, 

Law has been allocated to Mr Jagnarain Trivedi and Information and Public 
Relations Mr Yogeshwar Prasad Gogesh. Now the six departments Chief Ministers: 
Finance, Planning and Development, Irrigation and Power Cabinet Secretariat, 
Coordination, Home (except prison), and Administrative Reforms. [Text] 

[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 81 p 4] 


CENTRAL RULE FOR ASSAM--Parliament on Tuesday gave its approval to the imposi- 
tion of President's rule in Assam after the Opposition staged a walkout in the 
Rajya Sabha, protesting against the refusal to put off a discussion at the fag 
end of the day. After the walkout by all except the AIADMK and the DMK, the 
House approved the President's rule by voice vote and returned the State's bud- 
get for 1981-82. It has already been passed by the lok Sabha. The walkout came 
after an hour-long procedural wrangling during which Deputy Chairman Sham Lal 
Yadav requested the members to continue the discussion till 6 p.m. The Opposi- 
tion members felt this would rob them of ample opportunity to express their views 
on the issue and pointed out the House had already sat half an hour extra. Mr 
Era Sezhian (JP), Mr Dinesh Goswami (Ind), Mr P. Ramamurthi (CPI-M) and Mr N. P. 
Nanda (Cong-U) raised technical objections against the promulgation of President's 
rule in Assam, Dut these were disallowed by the Chair. Later the House began 
discussion on the State's budget and the statutory resolution moved by Home 
Minister Zail Singh. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 81 p 5] 


AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT--Mr Alfred Sylvester Gonsalves, presently High Commissioner 
of India to Tanzania has been appointed ambassador of India to the Arab Republic 
of Egypt in succession to Mr Kizhake Palat Sankara Menon, according to an offi- 
cial release, reports UNI. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 81 p 5] 


AMBASSADOR TO SWEDEN--Mr Kamal Bakshi, till recently Joint Secretary to the 
Prime Minister has been appointed India's ambassador to Sweden it was officially 
anncunced in New Delhi on Tuesday, reports UNI. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in 
English 26 Aug 81 p 5] 





PETROLEUM MINISTRY PANEL--A scientific advisory committee has been constituted 

in the Petroleum Ministry, Petroleum Minister P. C. Sethi told the Lok Sabha on 
Tuesday during question hour, reports UNI. The committee will advise on policies 
relating to science and technology and measures to implement them to ensure opti- 
mum processing of hydrocarbon raw materiais for use as fuels and chemicals. The 
term of the committee will be initially for a period of two years, he said. 
Diesel: the estimated cost of diesel likely to be imported during 1981-82 is 
about Rs 727 crores. The quantity of diesel imported during April-July 1981 was 
about 0.5 million tor :es and the quantity likely to be imported during August 
1981 to March 1982 was estimated to be 1.9 million tonnes. Letters of intent: 
five State Industrial Development Corporations have been granted letters of in- 
tent for setting up polyester staple fibre units in Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 


Orissa, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. Mr Sethi informed that the Government has 
approved expansion programmes of coastal refineries and has referred the revised 
cost estimates of Cochin and Visakhapatnam refineries for clearance by the ! 


T 


nvestment Board. ' Text | [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Aug 8] 











JAGUAR IN 1983--Mr Patil said the Indian Air Force would receive the Jaguar 
aircraft, being assembled by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, in 1982-83. He 
told Mr M. V. Chandrashekara Murthy that it would not be in the public inter- 
est to disclose how many Jaguars would be delivered to IAF during 1981 and 1982. 
Mr Patil aiso said the comparative naval strength of the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. 
in the Indian Ocean was known to the government but it would not be in the pub- 
lic interest to disclose this information. [Excerpt] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 27 Aug 81 p 6] 


EDIBLE OIL DUTY--New Delhi, August 26 (PTI)--The Lok Sabha today approved the 
inter-session ordinance increasing the basic customs duty on vegetable oils and 
allied products from 40 per cent to 200 per cent after Mr R. Venkataraman, 
finance minister, defended the measure as designed to mpup unconscionable 
private profits. The house also passed a bill to replace the enabling ordinance 
with an act of parliament. (The effective duty has been notified at 150 per 
cent). Mr Venkataraman assured the house the consumer prices would not go up 
because the State Trading Corporation, which had now become the channellising 
agency, would pay only 5 per cent duty and distribute the imports through pub- 
lic distribution agency on no-profit-no-loss basis. Mr T. R. Shamanna, (Janata) 
challenged this and said the consumer prices had gone up by Rs 2 a kilo after 
the promulgation of the ordinance. [Text] (Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
27 Aug 81 p 7} 


JANATA PARLIAMENTARY CHIEF--New Delhi, August 26 (UNI)--Mr Madhu Dandavate and 
Mr Piloo Mody were today elected unopposed leader and deputy leader, respectively, 
of the Janata parliamentary party. The two new general secretaries are Dr M. M. 
S. Siddhu (Rajya Sabha) and Mr C. K. Parulekar (Lok Sabha). There will be poll- 
ing tomorrow to fill the post of another deputy leader. According to a party 
release, Mr Ratansinh Rajda, a candidate for general secretaryship, had withdrawn 
his nomination earlier. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Aug 81 


p 7] 


EXPORT-IMPORT BANK--New Delhi, August 26 (UNI)--The Rajya Sabha today returned 
the export-import bank of India bill, 1981, paving the way for the establish- 
ment of an institution for providing financial assistance to exporters and im- 
porters. The Lok Sabha has already passed the bill. Replying to the debate 
on the bill, the deputy finance minister, Mr Maganbhai Barot, said this bank 
would provide finances, ideas and information to importers and exporters under 
one roof. Mr Barot assured the house that the monopoly houses would not be 
allowed to enjoy the benefits of the bank. The small-scale units would have 
greater benefits. He said the bank would be under the supervision of the 
Reserve Bank of India and the finance ministry. [Excerpt] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 27 Aug 81 p 12] 


ASSAM REFUGEE STATISTICS--A total of 2,14,318 persons registered theaselves as 

refugees in Assam between 1 April 1964 co 25 March 1971, Minister of State for 

Home Yogendra Makwana told Mr R. N. Rakesh in a written reply in the Lok Saba 
Wednesday, reports PTI. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Aug 81 p 5} 
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AIR SQUADRON COMMANDERS--Four air marshals have been appointed commodore conm- 
mandants of various squadrons of the air force, reports UNI. They are Air 
Marshal L. M. Kadre, 17 Sqn, Air Marshal B. W. Chauhan 48 Sqn, Air Marshal 

M. S. D. Woollen PVSM, VM (28 Sqn) and Air Marshal M.J.M. Dotiwalla (14 Sqn.) 
The commodore commandants are appointed to foster esprit de corps in the squa- 
drons and advise them on matters relating to the welfare of personnel, memor- 
ial, custom, tradition dress, colour and crest a Defence Ministry release said 
on Wednesday. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Aug 81 p 7] 


NEW GRAIN VARIETY--Pune, August 2/7--A new strain of bajra with an attractive 
white colour, a sweet taste and a richness in protein content has been evolved 
by scientists working on the millet research project of the Indian Council of 
Agriculture Research here. The new variety is expected to be preferred even by 
people of the middle and upper classes. The new strain of bajra produces as 
much grain as the currently used BJ-104, which produces 21 quintals per hectare. 
It is felt that there will be an increasing demand from the public for this new 
variety, possibly necessitating the growing of this bajra even under irrigated 
conditions which is not in vogue now. Another new variety of bajra, MH-936, has 
been found to be promising as it is resistant to the Downy Mildew disease, which 
had almost wiped out the entire crop all over the state in recent years. Also, 
this variety gives 15 per cent more yield than the prevalent BJ-104. 

[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Aug 81 p 4] 
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